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Consistory Highlights 
Submitted by Terry Monson, Clerk 

 

 

During its November meeting, the Consistory 

learned that: 

• Three $50 Helping Hands food vouchers 

were given out in October. 

• The Church Directory is finished and 

available. 

• The Youth Group is working through a six 

part “Becoming a Good Samaritan.” video 

series and is looking for a way to implement 

its message this holiday season, will be bell 

ringing for the Salvation Army on December 

7 and will start meeting on Sunday evenings 

to eliminate conflicts with school activities. 

• The Angel Mission’s annual coat giveaway 

distributed 148 Coats, 143 hats/mittens, 67 

pair of boots, 13 earmuffs and scarves, 4 pair 

winter socks, and one pair of ice skates. Its 

food pantry filled 60 orders helping 110 

adults and 57 children in October and 

monthly donations totaled $1,563.46. 

• Percentages received against budget thru 

November 10 were Pledges 89.32%, 

Unpledged 179.55%, Loose Plate 92.38%, 

and Building Use 89.30% and that the 

Church should be very close to its 2019 

income budget by the end of the year. 

• Ecumenical Advent Services will be held 

December 4, 11, and 18 at PLUC, Good 

Shepherd Lutheran, and Trinity Episcopal. 

The Greening of the Church will occur on 

December 8. Christmas Eve services will be 

held at 7:00 pm. Adult Sunday School is 

studying the 7 Marks of Vital Congregations 

and, in January, will cover membership and 

distinctives of the PLUC’s dual 

denominations. 

• The Finance Committee estimated that 4% 

annual increases in total income over the next 

5-6 years would eliminate the budget deficit 

as long as General Fund expenses did not 

increase substantially.  

In In addition, Consistory: 

• Set January 10 as the deadline for annual 

reports and February 9 as the date for the 

next Congregation/Corporation Meeting. 

• Approved office holiday closings on 

November 28 for Thanksgiving, December 

25 and 26 for Christmas, and December 31 

and January 1 for New Year’s 

• Elected Michelle Eggart to the Finance 

Committee. 

• Approved moving $2,000 from the 

Vonbatchelder checking account to a new 

balance sheet row titled Furnace Fund. 

• Decided to retain the remaining Flood Relief 

funds (now totaling $5,527) while 

determining if they could be used as 

matching funds for other organizations’ flood 

mitigation efforts. 



 

 

 

• Donated $100 to Little Brothers in lieu of 

selling mints. 

• Were updated on steps to address Angel 

Mission relocation - apply for 501(c3) non-

profit status, establish a Board of Directors, 

and write By-Laws. 

 

Congregational Meeting Highlights 
Submitted by Terry Monson, -Clerk 

 

• Amendments to the Church By-Laws 

including shifting election of Elders to the 

February meeting with terms beginning the 

following July, merging the Memorial and 

Endowment Committees, eliminating the 

Budget Committee and merging its functions 

with the Finance Committee, and clarifying 

election timing of Elders as vacancies occur, 

were approved. 

• The congregation received as update on 

about Angel Mission location situation. 

• The 2020 preliminary budget was presented.  

The budget projects a deficit similar to the 

2019 budget.  After a question about how 

much giving would need to increase to 

eliminate the budget (the committee will 

investigate this question and get back with 

the congregation), the budget was accepted. 

• Barb Brookhouse, Lydia Lytle, and Liz 

Evensen were appointed as the Nominating 

Committee. 

 
 

Financial Report 
  Information received from Financial Secretary 

 

Received in November 

Pledge       $4328.00 

Unpledged        1330.00   

Loose Plate          105.00  

 

  

  

  

  

OOtthheerr  NNeewwss  

  
Stewardship Drive Coming to a Close  

submitted by Beth Smock, Financial Secretary 

 

he 2020 Stewardship Drive for Portage 

Lake United Church is coming to a close.  

We have received about 2/3 of the pledge 

cards that were sent out by mail this year.  Thank 

you to those who have made their 2020 pledge. If 

you have not yet returned your card, please do so 

in the next week as Beth needs to get a report to 

the Budget Committee before their  December 

10th meeting 

A final report on the Drive will be available in 

the Annual Report.  Thanks again to our 

Members and Friends for participating in this 

year’s Stewardship Drive. 

 
 

Greening the Church 

 

ortage Lake United Church members are 

invited and encouraged to participate in 

the “Greening of the Church” potluck on 

Sunday, December 8, 2019. It is a little late this 

year as people were not going to be back from 

their travels due to Thanksgiving being so late. 

We’ll have a potluck meal following the Sunday 

morning church service; and then spend time 

working together to decorate the church so it 

looks bright and cheerful for the 

Advent/Christmas season.  It is always a fun 

event, and it is amazing how quickly the church 

is transformed into a bright and festive place 

with many people working together.  Invite your 

friends to come to the event too.   The more 

people the merrier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T 

P 



 

 

 

Advent/Christmas Schedule 

 

Advent services on Wednesday at 7 pm 

PLUC     12/4 

Good Shepherd   12/11 

Trinity Episcopal   12/18 

 

Christmas Eve at 7 pm 

PLUC     12/24 

 

You are invited to… 

 

Portage Lake United Church 

Christmas Eve 

Service  

7:00 PM 

 
 

The service will be followed by a 

Christmas social 

 

Christmas Eve Social 
submitted by Bobbie Dalquist 

 

unch and cookies will be served after the 

service on Christmas Eve.  Please bring 

a half dozen of your Christmas cookies 

to share.  We thank Bobbie and Dan Dalquist for 

hosting this social. 
 

 

Christmas Poinsettias 
submitted by Bobbie Dalquist 

 

e will again decorate the sanctuary 

with poinsettias on Christmas Eve. 

Please sign up by Sunday, 

December 15 and indicate a special wish or 

dedication that will be printed in the Christmas 

Eve bulletin.   The cost is $18.  Please indicate 

what the check or cash (in an envelope) is for 

and drop it in the offering plate.  Your poinsettia 

may be taken home after the Christmas Eve 

service.   If you won't be here that evening, let 

Bobbie Dalquist know what to do with your 

poinsettia. 

  
Christmas Fund/Joy Offering 

  
The following is taken (with some modifications) 

from one of the suggested Children’s messages 

from the UCC during Advent. 

 

ho can tell me what we celebrate at 

Christmas?  At Christmas, we 

celebrate the birth of Jesus. This 

time of year is all about babies! So if Christmas 

is our big baby holiday, who can tell me which 

holiday is the one where we celebrate old 

people? You know, we don’t actually have a 

holiday that really focuses on old people. Isn’t it 

weird that Christmas is all about the baby, and 

we have baby baptisms, but we don’t have a 

specific time to celebrate people who are older? 

And yet they’ve done so much in their lives, and 

they know so much, and none of us would be 

here without them! How can we not have a day 

to celebrate them? Well, through the Christmas 

Fund (UCC) and Christmas Joy (PCUSA) 

offering we are trying to change that. Your 

donation is used to help, and love, and take care 

of retired clergy and church professionals. It’s 

one way that, even as we’re celebrating our big 

baby holiday, we can celebrate the older people 

in our midst, too, and give them some love. Will 

you help us take this special offering?  This year 

our Christmas Fund/Joy offering will be taken on 

December 15th.  Please give. 
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The New Beginnings Angel Mission 
Submitted by Lois Jambekar 

 

he Angel Mission continues to function 

as normal despite the worry of needing 

to move sometime in the future.  The 

new owner has asked them to clean out the 

basement and has given them until December 1st 

to have everything removed.  Even though they 

eliminated numerous boxes of damaged clothes 

they have quite an inventory of items they need 

to save.  They have been negotiating with a 

couple of owners of empty buildings close to the 

present location for use of storage space until 

they are able to find a new home. 

In the past month the PLUC Consistory has 

had two meetings with the directors of the Angel 

Mission. The first meeting on October 31st we 

discussed how to form a board and what steps 

needed to be taken to become a non profit 

organization.  It was decided to have an 

informational meeting and inviting people of the 

community that might be interested in serving on 

a board.  Lynn Lanyon arranged with the 

American Inn to use their conference room for a 

meeting on November 11th.  Fifteen people 

attended that meeting; eight PLUC members, 

five community members, and two Angel 

Mission directors.  At the meeting Lynn Lanyon 

and Donna Effinger told about several families 

they helped during the year.  Harold Evensen 

gave a comprehensive report about what the 

Mission has done for people in the community 

the past year.  A discussion was had about what 

are the real needs of the community, what 

services are provided, and the future plans of the 

Angel Mission.  It was decided at the meeting to 

start the process of applying for non profit 

status.  Sherry Middlemis-Brown offered to work 

with Lynn and Donna to do that task.  Also 

people at the meeting filled out cards telling if 

they wished to serve on the Angel Mission 

Board.  It was decided to have a meeting in early 

December to form a board.  If any of you are 

interested in being part of the Angel Mission 

board, contact a consistory member or Peter 

Norland. 

 

Angel Tree Project 
Submitted by Lois Jambekar 

 

he Angel Mission is busy signing up 

families for their Angel Tree Christmas 

project.  For at least 8 years or more 

PLUC has generously participated in this project 

by providing Christmas gifts for eight to ten 

children.   PLUC will be participating in the 

program again this year.  Information about 

families we are supporting will be available by 

December 1st.  Editor’s Note:  Actually the 

information is on the table in the lounge right 

now. 

  
JJuusstt  iinn  CCaassee  YYoouu  AArree  SSiicckk  ooff  WWiinntteerr  

AAllrreeaaddyy  
 

 
Presbytery Point Camp’s Summer 2020 Schedule is 

posted! Check it out on www.presbyterypoint.org to 
get your camper’s registered online! All registrations 
sent in prior to February 14th will receive a special 

surprise this upcoming summer! 

 

 

What did Adam say the day before 

Christmas? 

It’s Christmas, Eve! 

Okay, it’s bad. Sorry.  I just looked at the 

weather forecast.  Had to cheer myself up.    Beth 

T 
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http://www.presbyterypoint.org/


 

 

 

Holiday Decorations Rummage Sale - 

A Lesson Learned 
submitted by Bobbie Dalquist 

 

f it’s a big event, planning starts for next 

year as soon as the event is done.   We had 

a lot of fun with our Holiday Decorations 

Rummage Sale and lots of happy customers.  So, 

yes, we will do it again next year.  If you didn’t 

downsize your Christmas decorations yet, this 

year when you are decorating, please put aside a 

box or two of decorations that you no longer use 

to donate to our Holiday Sale next year.   

Proceeds were around $1000, approximately 

double what we take in at our spring rummage 

sale, so it’s worth repeating. A friend, who is not 

a member of the church, told me she didn’t need 

anymore decorations.   I asked, “Wouldn’t it be 

fun to get rid of a few things to make room for 

something new?”  She donated 3 bags of 

decorations and bought a few “new” ones at the 

sale. 

Among the items for sale were 12 small gift 

boxes labelled 1 through 12, to use to give a 

small gift each of the 12 days of Christmas.   The 

person who purchased them said every year, she 

picks a family to give a gift to each of the 12 

days of Christmas. She leaves each gift on their 

doorstep at night, so they don’t know who the 

gift giver is.   She chooses a family that she 

knows is struggling financially.  The gift may be 

something as simple as a gallon of milk on the 

8th day for 8 maids a milking.   What a 

wonderful thing to do to brighten someone’s 

Christmas.  We could all learn a lesson from her 

thoughtfulness. 

 

 

Not a dog this year.  Equal time for cats. 

Fellowship Guild Reviews the Year 

and Plans for 2020 
Submitted by Judy Albee 

 

ark Monday, December 9th on your 

calendar for Fellowship Guild’s 

annual holiday luncheon.  We will 

again meet at The Bluffs in Houghton at 12:30.  

Their private dining room will be decorated for 

the season.  The event provides the women of the 

church an opportunity to enjoy a light repast and 

each other’s company while reflecting on this 

year’s achievements. 

By assessing our financial status we will make 

tentative plans for the year ahead.  It may include 

usual events such as ethnic luncheons, a 

rummage sale and monthly gatherings.  Various 

mission projects inside and outside of Portage 

Lake United Church will also be addressed. 

Join us for this relaxing event before seasonal 

and family responsibilities begin in earnest.  

Catch the enthusiasm! 

 

The Lounge is Yours…… 
Submitted by Liz Evensen 

ctober 27, 2019 was a significant day 

for the Lounge committee; the lounge 

was dedicated and turned over to 

members and friends of PLUC! The Lounge 

committee had done their job and the results 

were worthy of celebrating. During Worship on 

that Sunday, Pastor Peter led us all on a ‘field 

trip’; from the sanctuary into the lounge. There, 

Pastor Peter reviewed the project, unveiled the 

picture and shared a Litany of Dedication. It was 

a moving moment to see this 2-year project come 

to an end and to have everyone present join in 

the celebration. The picture was a culmination of 

the project. Let me explain; it is a landscape 

photograph, taken in the Porcupine Mountain 

State Park, on the shores of Lake Superior. For 

the committee, the picture is an attempt to 

capture a small part of God’s magnificent world 

in this place of worship! Photographer John 

McCormick, a full-time Michigan landscape 

photographer, has been photographing Michigan 
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landscape for more than 30 years. His gallery is 

on-line, and his business is called Michigan Nut 

Photography. This wraps up the Lounge project, 

for now. It has been a fun project – the 

committee worked hard but we feel a sense of 

satisfaction with the results. We thank everyone 

who contributed, both financially and with their 

interest in the project. We tapped a lot of people 

and had a lot of help along the way. We hope 

everyone who uses the lounge will enjoy and 

respect this newly refurbished welcoming center 

of the church! 

 

Beth’s Buzz 

  

Unbelievably another year has come and gone.  

And what a year it has been.  It has been exciting 

to see the changes that have taken place here at 

PLUC, from physical changes like the new, 

beautiful lounge, to changes in the people we see 

each week.   

We have seen people go who we will miss and 

new people come who we welcome with open 

arms.  The decision to put the Stewardship of 

Time forms in the bulletin instead of mailing 

them was an excellent one as it resulted in 

several people volunteering who have not done 

so in the past.  It is nice to see different people at 

the door and doing refreshments and other jobs 

that keep this place running.  It is also nice to not 

have to keep asking the same people to do things 

over and over again, though I do still have to do 

that sometimes.  It is also nice for me to have a 

larger pool of folks to draw from. 

Working with Peter has been both a blessing 

and a challenge.  The blessing is all of the new 

things he is bringing to us.  The challenge is all 

the new things he is bringing to us.  Evidently 

you can teach an old dog new tricks as he has 

upgraded what we do on the computer in many 

ways.  As I grew up using carbon paper and a 

typewriter, this has been frustrating on occasion 

but as I have slowly learned these new things I 

have found them to be easier and much better 

than some of the old ways. 

I would like to thank the members of the 

church for what they have given me this year.  

From Peter who put my new furniture together to 

several folks with trucks who helped haul all the 

stuff that was ruined in the flood to the dump.  

Unfortunately, not everything this year was 

positive, I guess that is just life.  I appreciate the 

support I received during my mother’s passing 

and the health issues experienced by my sister (I 

spoke with my other sister last night and she said 

Lisa has been cleared physically by her doctor).  

I also appreciate your support at this time while I 

deal with some health issues of my own.  I will 

be seeing both a lung and heart doctor next week 

at Marshfield Clinic so will hopefully have some 

answers as to what is causing my chest 

discomfort and difficulty breathing. Thanks to 

those who have covered the office while I have 

had to be away.  And mostly, thanks to all of you 

for your support and prayers. 

I start my 13th year with you on 12/6.  It has 

been my honor to work with all of you.  While I 

do plan on retiring from Walmart at the end of 

March, you will have to drag me away from here 

kicking and screaming.  Here’s to another great 

12 years. Happy Thanksgiving and Merry 

Christmas.  Have a great 2020. 
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Just A Little Fun This Month 

 
Editor’s Note:  This has been a pretty “newsy” newsletter without a lot of fillers.  So for a little 

fun I found this story.  Hope you enjoy it. 

 

Pontius Who? 

At Sunday school, the younger children were drawing pictures illustrating Biblical 

stories. The teacher walked by and noticed one little boy was drawing an airplane! 

"Oh, what Bible story are you drawing?" she asked.  "This is the Flight into Egypt," 

the little boy answered.  "See, here is Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus. And this," he said, 

pointing to the front of the plane, "is Pontius. He's the Pilot." 
 

 


