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Mark Your Calendar 

 
Annual Meeting of the 

Congregation/Corporation 

 

February 9, 2020 

following Worship 

 

Accept Final 2020 Budget 

Accept 2019 Annual Report 

 
 

Financial Report 

  Information received from Financial Secretary 

 

Received in December (thru 12/22) 

Pledge       $5676.60 

Unpledged          460.00   

Loose Plate          115.00  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

OOtthheerr  NNeewwss  

  
Stewardship Drive Completed- 

Way To Go Members and Friends  
submitted by Beth Smock, Financial Secretary 

 

he 2020 Stewardship Drive for 

Portage Lake United Church is over.  

And boy, did we do a good job.  We 

actually exceeded the initial budgeted 

amount.  See more about that in the Finance 

Committee report below. 

In addition, with one more week left in 

2019, we are less than $400 short of our 

2019 pledged amount and are several 

hundred dollars above our pledged, 

unpledged, loose plate budgeted amount.  As 

your Financial Secretary, it is wonderful to 

see the commitment our members and 

friends have to the life of Portage Lake 

United Church.  It is an honor to work with 

all of you. 
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Finance Committee Budget 

Update 
Submitted by Terry Monson 

 

  The Committee is revising 2020’s 

Preliminary Budget presented during the 

November Congregation-Corporation 

meeting as more financial information 

becomes available.   

Here are some updates: 

January through November, 2019  

• Actual income and expenses were 

about 99% and 93% of budget 

projections at the end of November. 

• As a result, the actual deficit at the 

end of November was about $6,000 less 

than projected for all of 2019.  If this 

pattern continues through December, 

then 2019’s actual deficit perhaps will 

be even lower than 2019’s budget 

projections.  

2020 Projections: 

• Good news!  The Congregation 

responded to the Committee’s request to 

increase pledges.  Despite losing two 

giving units, 2020’s pledges are about 

$1,800 more than in 2019!   

• The Committee projects that 2020 

income from other sources (building use, 

unpledged contributions, distributions 

from the Church’s endowments at the 

Keweenaw Community Foundation, and 

Vanguard income) will be about $4,000 

greater than in 2019.   

• However, higher expenses in 2020 

will offset some of 2020’s increased 

income. The Committee projects the 

2020 deficit to be about $3,200 less than 

that budgeted for 2019. 

  Further changes to the Preliminary 2020 

Budget are likely after 2019’s books are 

closed. 

 

Fellowship Guild Heralds the Holiday 
Submitted by Judy Albee 

 

 blustery December 9th heralded 

the beginning of the Advent 

season for the Fellowship Guild 

women with a luncheon gathering at The 

Bluffs in Houghton.  Before their food 

arrived, participants signed holiday cards for 

the PLUC staff and Bluffs residence friends.  

Our meal was followed by Biruta Lowther’s 

sharing of a seasonal reading from a past 

newspaper column and the translated history 

of the classic hymn, Silent Night.  Among 

the things we learned was that early 

European versions referred to the ‘curly 

haired Baby Jesus’.   

The event concluded with distribution of 

signed cards with monetary inserts for our 

hard working staff.  We left the holiday 

décor buoyed in spirit and ready to face the 

elements and the holiday season ahead.  

 

Fellowship Guild Invites You 
                      submitted by Lou Ellyn Helman 

 
  Fellowship Guild invites all women in 

Portage Lake United Church to join us for a 

dutch-treat breakfast! We are meeting at 

Candies Country Kitchen in Hubbell on 

January 11 at 9:30. Candies won the survey 

in the Gazette’s for Best Customer 

Service, so let’s check it out! It’s a small, 

but friendly restaurant with good food. Hope 

you can join us! There will be a sign-up 

sheet on the table in the lounge. 

  The next month, Fellowship Guild will be 

sponsoring one of their ethnic fund-raising 

meals. Judy Albee took a survey of the 

congregation and found out that Italian was 

the number one choice, so February’s meal 

will feature dishes from Italy. As always, if 

you would like to participate in planning the 

menu or in cooking a dish, please let Judy 

know. 
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Christmas Tree Story  
submitted by Bobbie Dalquist 

 

t our church's Holiday 

Decorations Rummage sale, we 

had two Christmas trees for sale - 

the church’s old tree that was to be replaced 

by a pre-lit tree purchased last January and a 

pre-lit tree donated by Heather Tisdale. I 

bought Heather's pre-lit tree before the day 

of the sale.  I hauled our tree, a narrow tree 

that used to be my mom's and was a bit 

wobbly, to the church for the sale. My tree 

and the old unlit tree were purchased by a 

member and a friend of the church. The 

Tuesday before the "greening" of the 

church, I got a panicky call from Lois 

Jambekar.   She found the church’s old 

Christmas tree at the church and said we had 

sold the new tree in the rummage sale.   

Turns out the older looking unlit tree at the 

sale was from Heather and the really nice 

pre-lit tree was the new tree that had been 

purchased last January.  The funny thing 

was that when we set up that tree for the 

sale, Lois commented that it was very much 

like the tree that she and Barb had purchased 

for the church. I was so glad I was the one 

that purchased the tree at the rummage sale.  

The solution was simple. I brought the pre-

lit tree back and took the church's old unlit 

tree home. With lights and lots of 

decorations the old tree looks great at my 

house. 

 

The Angel Mission 
Submitted by Barb Brookhouse 

 

Saturday, December 14, was Kids' 

Shopping Day at the Angel Mission. On this 

day only kids are allowed in the back of the 

store to shop for gifts for Mom and Dad. 

The gifts are arranged into a shopping 

section for Dads and a shopping section for 

Moms. Throughout the year as volunteers go 

through donations items that qualify for this 

shopping day are put aside, and what a 

choice there was. The kids this year ranged 

from 4 years old to 16. 

Some of the kids are quick shoppers and 

others take a long time to decide what to get 

and sometimes bring it to the table to be 

wrapped by volunteers only to grab the gift 

and exchange it for another. It is always so 

much fun to be involved in this special day. 

My favorite happening this year was when a 

7 year old told her mother who was standing 

a distance away to “turn around! You can't 

see what I'm getting you.” This year 89 kids 

took part in this day put aside for them to 

shop. 

A special thanks to all of you who bought 

gifts for the Angel Tree. In all, close to 300 

children and young adults were able to open 

several gifts this past Christmas. All those 

who help out at the Angel Mission and the 

parents who received gifts for their children 

say Thank You from the bottom of their 

hearts. 

 

A Wonderful Christmas Eve 
Submitted by Beth Smock 

 

  What a wonderful Christmas Eve service 

we had this year.  As usual it was a service 

of readings and carols.  However, this year 

we took advantage of the musical talent we 

have at PLUC with a woman’s quartet 

signing a hymn, an instrumental ensemble 

playing “What Child is This”, Susie playing 

“Mary Did You Know,” and the Norland 

kid’s playing trombone, trumpet, and 

saxophone as we sang “Joy to the World.” 

We had a packed house with 44 people in 

attendance.  A family walked in the I did not 

recognize.  Dan Dalquist was greeting and I 

asked him who they were.  He did not know 

either.  Turns out they were from Syracuse, 

NY.  Their son goes to Tech and they 

decided to join us for Christmas Eve. 

After the service, we enjoyed punch and 

cookies hosted by the Dalquist family.  A 

great was to begin celebrating the birth of 

our Lord. 
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The Day after Christmas.. 

When the song of angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their 

flock, 

 

The work of Christmas begins: 

   to find the lost, 

   to heal the broken, 

   to feed the hungry, 

   to release the prisoner, 

   to rebuild the nations, 

   to bring peace among all people, 

   to make music in the heart. 

                  

 Howard Thurman 

 

Helping Hands 
submitted by Beth Smock, Office Manager 

 

t has been another very busy year with 

Helping Hands.  As of December 23rd 

we have given out 36 food vouchers to 

Jim's Foodmart and 2 gas vouchers to Dave's 

BP.  This is an increase of three food 

vouchers and a decrease of 1 gas voucher.  

One day last week we had four people come 

in for help with food.  I gave out $200.00 in 

vouchers.  The bad news is that Ed had told 

me before he left on vacation that we had 

less that $40.00 in our account.  Fortunately, 

when Ed gets back he will be able to transfer 

some funds into the Helping Hands account 

from another account.  We also announced 

this in church last Sunday and received 

several more donations, so we will be able 

to pay the bill from Jim’s when it comes in 

January. 

  Thanks to all who gave to the Helping 

Hands fund this year.  The need seems to  

increase each year.  Without your generosity 

we would not be able to help those in need. 

 

 

Funny New Year’s Quotes 

 

"Many people look forward to the New Year 

for a new start on old habits." 

"A New Year's resolution is something that 

goes in one year and out the other." 

"Last year’s resolution was to lose 20 

pounds by Christmas. Only 30 pounds to 

go." 

 

"Remember when we were young and 

wanted to stay up for New Year’s? Now we 

are old and all we want to do is sleep." 
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A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with a question, "Boys and girls, what do we 

know about God?" 

A hand shot up in the air. "He is an artist!" said the kindergarten boy. 

"Really? How do you know?" the teacher asked. 

"You know - Our Father, who does art in Heaven... " 
 

 
 

Okay, it would not be a newsletter I did without a dog picture.  Look real close.  There is a puppy 

in the manger. 


