


May 24th, 2020

Portage Lake United Church

Seventh Sunday of 

Easter: Ascension

Liturgical Colors: White and Gold

Ascension of Christ (Christ in the 
mandorla is carried to heaven by 

four angels); Anglo-Saxon, 8th 
century; ivory; Bayerisches
Nationalmuseum München; 

acquired in 1870 at Welschellen, 
Pustertal; Inv. No. MA 158



WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy.
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.

● If you would like to give the Sermon Under the Blanket some Sunday,
(starting on May 31st) please email Beth at office@pluc.org and let her know.

●Are there any other announcements?

Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader and Prayer Writer: Sherry Middlemis-Brown

Music: Susie Byykkonen



Friendship, character, personal transformation, pregnancy, 
ripened fruit, and sprouting seeds all take time. Each has its own 
schedule.

(Rueben P. Job)

MEDITATION

PRELUDE 



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.



Let the righteous be joyful! 
Let them rejoice before God. 
Let us all be jubilant with joy!

Sing to God, all peoples of the world. 
Sing praises to God most high. 
From the sanctuary of heaven,
God gives life and renews the face of the earth. 

Let the righteous be joyful! 
Let them rejoice before God. 
Let us all be jubilant with joy!

✜ CALL TO WORSHIP



✜ HYMN

Used with permission. One 

License #  A-725614



✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY

Redeeming God, 
you call us to be one with you,
as you are one with Christ.

As his perfect love casts out our fear,
and changes it to love, 
unite us by your spirit of peace,
that we may be one with you, 
as you are one with Christ.

Amen.



Thanksgiving for Baptism

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

O Lord our God, we give you thanks for the new life you raise up in us

through the mystery of our baptism. 

New life in Christ takes shape in a community of the baptized--

a people who knows your love and acceptance in spite of what they are.

In baptism you accept us, and we know that no one has any ground on which to stand, 

except your overflowing grace. 

By the power of your Holy Spirit, poured out upon us in baptism,

fill us with the joy of resurrection, so that we may be a living sign

of your new heaven and new earth;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



✜ PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all.  And also with you.

We greet each other with a sign of God’s peace. 

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.

By one spirit we were baptized into one body.

Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching and song



Sermon Under the Blanket

"The Ascension," 14th-century Italian embroidery (Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Cloisters Collection, 1960)



Acts 1:6-14 (6-11 shown)

• 6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is 
not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 
his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”



Acts 1:6-14 (12-14 shown)

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey 
away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the 
room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and 
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and 
Judas son of[a] James. 14 All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including 
Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Acts  1:6-14 ) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A6-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26926a


1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 (12-14 shown here)

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is 
taking place among you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you 
are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad 
and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are 
reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the 
spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.



1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 (5:6-11 shown here)

6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that 
he may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he 
cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves, keep alert.[a] Like a roaring lion 
your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to 
devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your 
brothers and sisters[b] in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 
suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the power 
forever and ever. Amen.

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 ) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A12-14%3B+5%3A6-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30456a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A12-14%3B+5%3A6-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30457b


✜ HYMN

Used with permission. 
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✜ GOSPEL READING   John 17:1-11 (1-5 shown here)

•
1 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to 
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your 
Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given 
him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all 
whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that 
they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing 
the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify 
me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed.



✜ GOSPEL READING   John 17:1-11 (6-11 shown here)

6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from 
you; 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they 
have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they 
have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave 
me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; 
and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may 
be one, as we are one.

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (John 17:1-11 ) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.     



Sermon



Used with permission. One License #  A-725614

✜OFFERING HYMN



O loving God, we give you thanks

that you have placed in the hearts of your faithful people

the gift of generosity and the desire to keep your commands.

Bless these gifts and use them to reveal to all tribes,

nations, and peoples your love in Jesus Christ.
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and for ever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (ECUMENICAL)

Ascension

Building Mural

Bristol, England



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
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✜ CHARGE AND BLESSING

Dear children of God,
God loves and cares for each of us.
Therefore, cast all anxiety on God, and keep alert, 
so that we may remain steadfast in faith with Christ, 
who supports and strengthens us in all things.

May the abundance of God bless you, 
the strength of Christ keep you, 
and the spirit of glory, which is the spirit of God, 
shine upon you forever.
Amen.



✜ POSTLUDE All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers. 

All songs used with permission. One License #  A-725614 



All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers. 
All songs used with permission. One License #  A-725614

Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader and Prayer Writer: Sherry Middlemis-Brown
Music: Susie Byykkonen


