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Consistory Highlights  
submitted by Beth Smock 

 

Note:  The Consistory usually takes break in 

July.  However, this year, due to the 

constantly changing situation, Consistory 

decided to meet to discuss ways to continue 

and grow our church family.  While some 

“usual” business was conducted, most of the 

time was spent on sharing ideas for growth 

and how to maintain contact while we are 

apart. 

 

Clerk’s Report:  The Clerk will be going to 

Marquette on July 29th for the annual 

Clerk’s review. 

Finance Committee report: The committee 

is trying to get all of the information needed 

together in order to turn the PPP loan into a 

grant. 

 

Discussion on the future of PLUC during 

(and after) the Covid-19 pandemic. (The 

highlights will mainly just list what was 

discussed.  More detailed information will 

be shared later in this newsletter.) 

• Masks- Pastor Peter bought some 

masks for visitors who might need 

them.  Cloth masks will be made to 

share with members/friends plus 

visitors to the church. 

• It was decided to continue in person 

Worship with a limit of 10 people 

each Sunday. This is subject to 

change depending on the number of 

covid-19 cases in the county. 

• The prospect of having an outdoor 

service, possibly the second Sunday 

of August, was discussed.   

• Some ideas were generated as to how 

to have members of the congregation 

interact with each other during this 

time when we are trying to stay at 

safe distances from each other.  Ideas 

included baking for each other, 

playing games online, and kids 

sending cards and letters to adults. 

• We will have a “Recipe of the 

Week” on the webpage (possibly 

called “Recipes for a Disaster) 

during the time we are away from 

each other.  When we are again able 

to spend time together, these recipes 

will be collected into a PLUC Covid-

19 cookbook. 

• Consistory decided to call members 

of the church to check in and see 

how everyone is doing.  Pastor Peter 

will put together a list of topics to 



 

 

 

discuss and each Consistory member 

will call 4-5 members or friends of 

the church.   

New Business 

• Since most of the chairs have been 

moved in the sanctuary a bid from 

Red Carpet Cleaning was obtained 

for the cleaning the carpet. This 

carpet has not been cleaned since it 

was installed.  The quote for 

cleaning the sanctuary, including the 

stage area, was $585.00. Consistory 

approved having the carpet cleaned.  

A request will be made seeking one 

time donations to cover the cost of 

this cleaning. 

• A request was received from Liz 

Evensen and Bobbie Dalquist, 

Fellowship Guild members who have 

been working on de-cluttering the 

church.  Consistory approved 

disposing of the old choir 

robes.  Also approved was selling the 

small chairs in the nursery at the next 

Fellowship Guild Rummage Sale, 

with the exception of 6 small and 6 

medium sized chairs.  A changing 

table in a location where men can 

use it will be made available. 
 

Financial Report 

  Information received from Financial 

Secretary 

 

Received In July 

Pledge         $3789.00 

Unpledged          1044.00  

Loose Plate              00.00 

Per Capita            120.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do You Need a Mask? 

    

   Several members of the congregation have 

been busy making masks.  If you need a 

mask, please contact the office either by 

email office@pluc.org or calling 482-5224.  

Masks will be individually wrapped and 

arrangements will be made to get the masks 

to you. 

   We will also be providing individually 

wrapped cloth masks for visitors to the 

church. 

   We appreciate and encourage everyone to 

wear a mask when indoors or outdoors and 

unable to socially distance, in an effort to 

control the spread of this disease. 

 

Let’s Meet Outside 

 

   We are so fortunate to live in such a 

beautiful part of the country.  Consistory has 

discussed the possibility of having at least 

one Sunday service outside (we already have 

folks taking their computers outside for the 

ZOOM service). 

   A suggestion has also been made by a 

member of the congregation to have a 

modified church picnic after worship later in 

August.  This would be a bring your own 

(lunch, chairs, etc.) but we could visit at a 

social distance.    

   We are looking to do this late August/early 

September (maybe after students get back). 

If you would like to attend such a service, 

please let the office know by email or phone 

(see address and phone number in the article 

above) by August 10th. 

 

Online Cribbage Tournament 

 

   During our visitation time after one of our 

ZOOM Worship services, people talked 

about how many of us are playing cribbage 

on our computers.  It was suggested that, 

once we are all together again, we have a 

cribbage night.  There has also been a 
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suggestion to play CLUE online.  This is 

suggested by someone who has been doing 

this with their granddaughter and says it is 

fun. 

   Since it looks like it is going to be awhile 

until we are going to be able to do anything 

together, it has been suggested that we have 

an online cribbage tournament. 

   If you would like to participate in a 

cribbage tournament, play CLUE, (or other 

games you might suggest) let the office 

know, and Beth will try to figure out how to 

set up the games. 

 

Recipe of the Week 

 

  For the past three weeks Beth has been 

positing a “Recipe of the Week” on the 

church webpage.  This is another way we 

can keep in contact with each other during 

this time away. 

  If you would like to share a recipe (or two 

or three), send it to office@pluc.org.  One 

recipe is posted each week on Thursday 

morning.  Beth is keeping all of the recipes 

in a folder, and once this pandemic is over 

and we return to whatever “normal” is going 

to be, all of the recipes will be made into a 

PLUC Covid-19 Cookbook. 

   The recipes we have so far look pretty 

good (Grilled Mango, Lime Chicken; Thai 

Green Curry, Vinegar Pie {a southern pie 

made with just a little bit of vinegar that 

tastes like Sugar Cream Pie}).  If you want a 

copy of a one of the older recipes, let Beth 

know and she can send it to you. 

 

Carpet Cleaning 

 

   The carpet has now been cleaned and 

looks much better.  As Jim Northey stated, 

you really couldn’t tell how dirty it was until 

you removed all the chairs.  As far as 

anyone knows, it had not been cleaned since 

it was installed, and no one can remember 

exactly when that was. 

   As was stated earlier in the newsletter, it 

cost $585.00 to have the cleaning done.  We 

received all but a few dollars in donations, 

so very little ($17.00)  had to be taken from 

the church budget to complete this project.  

Thank you to those who donated. 
 

Helping Hands 
submitted by Beth Smock, Helping Hands 

Administrator 

 

   The partnership between the PLUC 

Helping Hands program and Trinity 

Episcopal Church food bank to provided 

$20.00 fresh produce vouchers to Jim’s 

Foodmart continued during July. One 

Thursday while Beth was in the office, a 

phone call was received from a woman who 

wanted to thank us for the opportunity to get 

fresh produce.  She said several of her 

children have food allergies, and it is 

difficult for her to always get food they can 

eat.  She was very appreciative of being able 

to get fresh fruits and vegetables.  This 

program will continue for as long as needed 

(or at least as long as we can sustain it).  

  While we still do not receive many calls for 

assistance from the “regular” Helping Hands 

funds, we do get a few, so your continued 

support of the Helping Hands funds is 

appreciated. 

 

 

Copper Country Angel Mission 
Submitted by Sherry Middlemis-Brown 

    
   Angel Mission introduces a new presence 

on the Internet. Now known as Copper 

Country Angel Mission, it has a fresh 

Facebook page under that name and will go 

live with a website soon. The website was 

created by Jim Northey’s students last 

semester. Jim and Sonia have donated its 

domain name (to be announced). Jim has a 

few I’s to dot and T’s to cross before the 

website goes live. 
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   Angel Mission updated its name to tell 

more about the organization that helps 

people all over the Copper Country. The 

mission offers all the same assistance 

programs as before in cooperation with our 

church.  

   The Free Store portion of Angel Mission is 

open to all. For those that can “pay” for an 

item, Lynn and Donna keep a donation box 

in the front portion of the store. By changing 

donated clothing and household items into 

cash, Angel Mission maximizes financial 

support of programs. 

   The Angel Mission free store has not 

opened its doors for shopping during the 

pandemic, but volunteers put items on the 

sidewalk for people to take. They continue 

to accept donated items, usable and in good 

condition, but they cannot safely open the 

small space to shoppers. Because they ran 

out of storage space, they do not accept 

clothing at this time. 

   The new Facebook page and website 

provide information on hours of operation 

and program announcements, and soon will 

have a live button for monetary donations 

through PayPal. These donations go towards 

the many programs offered by Angel 

Mission, including a food pantry, school 

backpack program, Angel Tree Christmas 

gifts, and more, but they will also assist 

Angel Mission in finding a permanent home 

with storage area. Your donations can still 

go to our church office with “Angel 

Mission” in the memo line, but you can also 

designate what you wish to support, one of 

the programs or a new store-front location.       
    
 

 

 

Backpack Drive 

 

   Angel Mission is playing it by ear on the 

backpack program this year. At this time, 

they think that they will ask kids to reuse 

their backpack if school goes into session 

(most kids are repeats and have last year's 

pack) and Angel Mission will then provide 

the materials needed to fill the backpack. 

Angel Mission needs about two weeks to 

prepare the packets of materials if they have 

money available to purchase items not in 

their stock. They have some things for 

young kids available in storage, but the 

greatest need is for older students. 

Therefore, we are requesting monetary 

donations to fill the needs that arise. Please 

write "Backpack Program" in the memo 

line. Of course, monetary donations for food 

pantry or the building fund can be likewise 

earmarked in the memo line of a check. 

Additionally, money can be donated through 

PayPal on the website. 
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Speech for Humanity 
Submitted by Beth Smock 

 

 

“We all want to help one another. Human beings are like that. We want to live by each other’s 

happiness – not by each other’s misery. We don’t want to hate and despise one another. In this 

world there is room for everyone. And the good earth is rich and can provide for everyone. 
 

As I was watching TV the other day, I saw these words used in a commercial.  To be honest, I 

don’t remember what the commercial was for as I was too busy reading and thinking about the 

words.  Where did they come from?  Surprisingly, they are from the final scenes of Charlie 

Chaplin’s film, “The Great Dictator.”  Now, I have never seen a Chaplin film.  All I knew about 

him was that he did slapstick back in the 30’s and 40’s.  “The Great Dictator” was his parody of 

Adolf Hitler.  So I went online and looked it up.  This speech is now know as the “Speech for 

Humanity.”  In the last few days I have watched it about a half dozen times as I hear something 

new each time. This scene is NOT slapstick.  It is very serious, emotional, and moving.  If you 

would like to see the entire scene it can be found at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMKpYxhI2KI.  If you want to read it you can find it at 

https://mindsetbooster.net/chaplins-speech-to-humanity/ .  While this is 80 years old, and a little 

dated, it also is very relevant for today.  Maybe I will watch the whole film this weekend. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMKpYxhI2KI
https://mindsetbooster.net/chaplins-speech-to-humanity/

