


September 20th, 2020

Portage Lake United Church

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Liturgical Colors: Green
Proper 20

The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Ann Campbell

Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar
Sermon under the tree: Beth Smock

Music: Susie Byykkonen

Psalm 145:8



We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all 
goodness and mercy. No matter who you are or where you are on life's 
journey, you are welcome here.

The Cooperative Campus Ministry is sponsoring a Student Dessert Walk in 
place of a Progressive Dinner on Sunday afternoon, September 27. Plans 
are still in the works, but we are looking for a few people to help set up 
and serve the students from 2:15 to about 3:15. If you can help, let the 
church office know.

We will hold a graveside burial service for Sara Lowther at noon this 
coming Wednesday, September 23, at Forrest Hills Cemetery.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS



Are there any other announcements?

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS



Jesus saw a need. Had 
compassion, then sought to 

remedy the need. As Christians 
we seek to model our lives after 

Jesus. The pain of the world 
draws forth our compassion and 
our effort to remedy the need.

(Rueben P. Job)

MEDITATION

PRELUDE



✜ CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

O give thanks to the Lord!
The Lord hears the cries of the people,

Give thanks to the Lord.

The works of the Lord are great.
Remember what God has done.

Give thanks to the Lord.

God has done miracles, 
and the Lord always remembers God’s covenant.

Give thanks to the Lord. 
Glory and praise is due to the Lord!



✜HYMN “O Worship the King”, Blue #476 Used with permission. One License #  A-725614

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fcnm9a_eQrb3dIgeOanm8FZeJgXK7xW1/view?usp=sharing


✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God who knows our every 
need before we can even ask,
you provide all our needs
and some of our wants.

You bless us all.

Make us truly thankful
and empower us to bless others
from the gifts you have given us,
for the glory of your name. 

Amen.
God of Grace

Jose Fuster Jaimanitas, Cuba



Gracious God,
we have sought after things,
but we have not sought after you.

We have expected generosity,
but we have not shown generosity.

We have not been gracious or grateful.

We have failed to remember all that you 
have done.

Forgive us and fill our hearts with gratitude.

Help us to share our gifts and strengthen our 
legs so that we can run after you, O God.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

✜ PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Food and Water are provided by God to the 

Israelites during the Exodus 1464-1467

Bouts, Dieric

Collégiale Saint-Pierre (Louvain, Belgium)



✜ DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

People of God,
our sins are forgiven;
we are reconciled to God.

Let us therefore love one another
with gratitude in our hearts
and praise on our lips!

"Homeless"

near Europa Parliament

Jens Galschiot Brussels, Belgium



✜ PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

We greet each other with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit we were baptized into one body.

Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching and song

Sermon Under the Blanket

Reconciliation  -- Niwano Peace Auditorium, Haifa, Israel



Exodus 16:2-15 (2-8 shown here)

2 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron 
in the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand 
of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of 
bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole 
assembly with hunger.”

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, 
and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that 
way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. 5 On the 
sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as 
they gather on other days.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In 
the evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because 
he has heard your complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that you 
complain against us?” 8 And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you meat to eat 
in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the LORD has heard 
the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is 
not against us but against the LORD.”



Exodus 16:2-15 (9-15 shown here)

9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, 
‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.’” 10 And as Aaron 
spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the 
wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11 The LORD spoke 
to Moses and said, 12 “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to 
them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your 
fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’”

13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning 
there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, 
there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as 
frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, 
“What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the 
bread that the LORD has given you to eat.
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (16:2-15) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God



Philippians 1:21-30

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23 I am hard 
pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far 
better; 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am 
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your 
progress and joy in faith, 26 so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 
Christ Jesus when I come to you again.

27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the 
gospel, 28 and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is 
evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For 
he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of 
suffering for him as well— 30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw 
I had and now hear that I still have.
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Philippians 1:21-30) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.     

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God



✜ HYMN “There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy” #298 Blue
Used with permission. One License #  A-725614

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19rGN6-EYJ-63XzE-8iZJbDZRjPfbtuR9/view?usp=sharing


✜ GOSPEL READING Matthew 20:1-16 (1-9 shown here)

The Laborers in the Vineyard

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the 
laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When 
he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace; 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I 
will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again 
about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five 
o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to 
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 
last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock 
came, each of them received the usual daily wage.



✜ GOSPEL READING Matthew 20:1-16 (10-16 shown here)

10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; 
but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11 And when they 
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied 
to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree 
with me for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I 
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed 
to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.”
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Matthew 20:1-16) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.



Sermon



OFFERING

RESPONSE
We respond to the Word with Thanksgiving and Prayer.

Psalm 149 encourages us:
Let us be glad in our Maker and rejoice in our King. 
Let us praise God’s name with dancing and music;

let us bring to God our tithes and offerings.

To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click here.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3


✜OFFERING HYMN “God, Whose Giving Knows no Ending” Blue # 422 Used with permission. One License #  A-725614

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bZMs1PL2wZAHp_WIlpi1U4TKzN7z8YyH/view?usp=sharing


OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Moses the Black

4th c. Desert Father

Kelly Latimore



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Orthodox Icon of Laborers in the Vineyard



Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (ECUMENICAL) (Unison)



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard

Christian Dietrich, Baths Palace, Warsaw, Poland



✜CLOSING HYMN  “Rise, O Church, like Christ arisen”  GTG#536
Used with permission. One License #  A-725614

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15dSCldWapyMq_e_OJfr5rcZKjmBZ7oKT/view?usp=sharing


Rest in the knowledge that God always 
provides.

Therefore give and love with a generous 
heart, for this honors God who is most 
generous and loving.

Beloved, may God continue to bless and 
keep you.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.

✜ CHARGE AND BLESSING



✜ POSTLUDE

Question for Reflection:

In Matthew 20:1–16, what is the 
landowner’s motivation for paying the 

workers the same wages? 

When has God provided for you?



All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers. 
All songs used with permission. One License #  A-725614
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Bouts, Dieric, 1415-1475. Food and Water are provided by God to the Israelites during the 

Exodus, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, 

Nashville, TN. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=49148 [retrieved 

September 19, 2020]. Original source: http://www.yorckproject.de.

Thanks to:
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Ann Campbell
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar
Sermon under the tree: Beth Smock
Music: Susie Byykkonen


