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Consistory Highlights  
submitted by Beth Smock 

 

Angel Mission:  Elder L. Jambekar reported 

that Angel Mission is working hard to get 

things cleared out of the store so that they 

can start letting a few people at a time come 

in to shop now that the weather does not 

allow for outdoor activities.  After some 

discussion the coat give away is on hold 

until more information is known about the 

status of the Covid-19 pandemic.  Angel 

Mission was able to gain permission to use 

the store next to Angel Mission for the 

Angel Tree project.  PLUC will not be 

involved beyond providing gifts for some 

children, as in the past.  A meeting will be 

held on Saturday, October 10th between 

Angel Mission and members from the 

Houghton County Land Bank to discuss the 

requirements for the use of the Rose & 

Thorn building.  The Angel Mission Board 

Treasurer has resigned. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Peter has 

requested an extension on submitting our 

grant application due to his being ill.  Elder 

J. Northey informed Consistory that he has a 

window that can be used for this project.  It 

was suggested that the plan for the 

audio/visual room be presented to the 

congregation for their input.  PLUC is still 

waiting to hear more information about the 

use of PLUC space by MTU students. 

Building and Grounds:  Elder J. Northey 

informed Consistory that he has several 

possible contacts he will be making for 

snow removal of the parking lot. 

Clerk’s Report:  Elder T. Monsoon shared 

the current PLUC Membership list and 

asked Consistory to review it for changes 

and send suggested changes to himself or 

Office Manager Smock.  The Membership 

list will be updated at the November 

meeting. 

Pastor Peter led communion in October over 

Zoom so there were no Elders assisting with 

communion this month. 

 

Budget:  A long discussion regarding the 

2021 budget was held.  Elder L. Jambekar 

moved (Elder T. Monsoon second) to move 

the November Congregational meeting to 

November 15, 2020 in order to give the 

Finance Committee and Consistory more 

time to finalize the 2021 budget 

proposal.  Motion carried.  Since the Church 

Treasurer and Financial Secretary are 



 

 

 

 

approved at the November meeting, Elder L. 

Jambekar moved (Elder M. Jarvie-Eggart 

second) that Ed Lowther be nominated as 

Church Treasurer and Beth Smock be 

nominated as Financial Secretary.  Motion 

carried. 

A suggestion has been made for the Finance 

Committee to propose an emergency six 

month budget for 2021 due to Covid-

19.  The Finance Committee will meet on 

October 12 to begin the budgeting 

process.  The six month budget proposal and 

the ideas from Consistory listed below will 

be considered at this meeting. 

Consistory believes that the mission of 

PLUC needs to be better articulated, giving 

the Finance Committee more direction in 

ways to develop the budget.  

Consistory also discussed ways to try to 

expand the online presence of PLUC.  The 

“beefing up” of the PLUC Facebook page 

was discussed. Elder M. Jarvie-Eggart put 

a folder in the November Consistory folder 

for suggested Facebook strategies. 

The Finance Committee will look at the 

current shortfalls in revenues the church is 

experiencing due to Covid-19.  They will 

also look at where monies could be saved in 

the current budget and then try to find ways 

to bring these two things closer 

together.  The committee will also explore 

outside budget ideas.  The Finance 

Committee will submit a proposed 2021 

budget (possibly a 6 month budget) at the 

next Consistory meeting.  Consistory will 

review the proposed budget for submission 

to the congregation at the November 

Congregational meeting. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial Report 

  Information received from Financial 

Secretary 

 

Received In October 

Pledge         $4525.00 

Unpledged            592.00 

Loose Plate              00.00 

    

 

ANNOUNCING 

 

Congregation/Corporation Meeting 

 

Sunday, November 15 

Immediately following worship 

(this meeting will be held on ZOOM) 

 

 

 

In Other News 

 

PLUC Is On Facebook 

 

   We thank Pastor Peter and Michelle 

Jarvie-Eggart for getting PLUC on 

Facebook.  Right now we are exploring the 

best way to use this resource.  Our Sunday 

worship can now be viewed on Facebook 

and a few announcements are there.  You 

can get to our Facebook page by clicking the 

Facebook link at the bottom of the Welcome 

Page of our webpage or going to 

https://www.facebook.com/PLUC.org.  When 

you are on the Facebook page you can click 

on “like” to see messages from the church. 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/PLUC.org


 

 

 

 

 
November 1st 

 

Stewardship Drive 

Kick-Off  
Submitted by Beth Smock, Financial Secretary 

 

t’s that time of year again when PLUC 

needs to start planning for next year. 

As everyone knows, 2020 has been a 

challenging year.  The article below from 

the Budget Committee will give you more 

information about how we are doing 

financially in 2020 and some plans for 2021.  

   The preliminary budget will be presented 

at the November meeting of the 

Congregation/Corporation.  Stewardship 

Drive letters will go out the week following 

this meeting (week of November 15th).  

Please prayerfully consider your pledge and 

return your pledge card as soon as possible.  

I know this is going to take us into the 

holiday season but I hope we can get the 

pledge cards back in two weeks so that I can 

get the information to the Finance 

Committee for the finalization of the 2021 

budget.  Thank you in advance for your 

support of Portage Lake United Church 

during this difficult time. 

   And more importantly than money, 

everyone stay safe. 

 

Budget Good News and Bad News 
Submitted by Bobbie Dalquist and Terry Monson 

 

   The Finance Committee projected an 

$18,000 deficit in 2020.   We projected that 

unpledged and loose plate giving would 

increase, since more was received than 

budgeted in 2019.  We were hopeful that 

trend would continue. Then the pandemic 

hit.   Loose plate offerings dropped to 

nothing:  unpledged dropped considerably 

and building use donations dramatically 

decreased because many groups have not 

been able to meet in the building.   To add 

insult to injury, distributions from our 

Keweenaw Community Foundation 

endowments were much, much less than 

budgeted because they are based on the 

value of the funds on March 31 - a low point 

for the stock market.   Yes, that’s the bad 

news. 

   The good news is that we received 

$14,800 in stimulus money to cover two 

months of salaries and utilities.  That made 

up for a good chunk of the deficit in 

expected income.  

   Also, due to the pandemic, it was no 

longer feasible to have a youth group, so it 

was discontinued effective August 1. That 

reduced expenses for the last five months of 

2020 and, along with other reductions in 

expenses, our projected deficit will be 

$5,000 less.  

   Pledges are running a little bit behind the 

2020 budget. If you aren’t up to date on 

paying your pledge, please try to get caught 

up before the end of 2020.   Looking ahead, 

if you make an unpledged contribution to 

the church, please consider making a pledge 

for 2021.  It helps the finance committee 

with planning. 

   In 2021, we expect that the Keweenaw 

Community Foundation income will be back 

to normal and are hopeful for a successful 

pledge campaign.  But, as long as the 

pandemic continues, we will continue to 

have no loose plate collection, a shortfall in 

unpledged contributions and a shortfall in 

building use donations.  That makes our 

pledge campaign all the more important.  

   Join us on Zoom at noon on November 15 

for the congregation meeting following the 

11 AM church service.   Your support and 

ideas are needed and welcome. 
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Angel Mission News 

Submitted by Sherry Middlemis-Brown 

 

   Angel Mission store managers, Lynn and 

Donna, have found new ways to fulfill their 

goals during the pandemic. The store 

recently took a hiatus from accepting 

donated items until volunteers could 

organize donations they received while other 

depositories remained closed. The results of 

everyone staying home and cleaning closets 

swamped Angel Mission, filling the store.  

Volunteers continue to go through bags and 

boxes, organizing items to free space within 

the store. They have packed many items 

away at the Rose and Thorn building in 

Calumet, which the Houghton County Land 

Bank opened to Angel Mission for storage. 

The Land Bank required that Angel Mission 

remove accumulated debris from prior users 

and repair pre-existing damage to the 

building as compensation. Jim Northey is 

leading efforts to satisfy these requirements. 

The work will require volunteer hours to 

complete. Anyone interested in helping can 

contact Sherry at 906-369-2769 or 

smiddlemis56@gmail.com. 

   The managers set a goal of reopening the 

store in late October. The food pantry 

section of the store has expanded to meet the 

increasing needs of the community. Clothing 

will reside in the front of the store, where 

people will be allowed to “shop,” and other 

items can be taken from storage as needed.  

Lynn hopes to have the annual coat give-

away in November. Plans are underway to 

rent space next door to accommodate the 

coat give away, followed by assembly of 

Thanksgiving meals to go to homes of 

regular food pantry users. In December, the 

volunteers will use the space to assemble 

Angel Tree Christmas gifts.  

   Business is returning to a “new normal” as 

we progress through the fall season. Thank 

you for your continued support of Angel 

Mission, as we all become used to the new 

way that we must do business and manage 

our safety during the pandemic. 

 

Want to Eat Together? 

 

   Consistory continues to look for ways to 

“bring us together” during this time when 

we need to stay separated due to the 

pandemic.  One of the ways to be together 

they are exploring is “borrowed” from the 

Unitarians.  

   The UUs recently had a Zoom progressive 

dinner They divided participants into groups 

and then shared dinner at their computers.  

At the first group they shared drinks, then 

moved to a second group for salad, a third 

group for the entrée, and a last group for 

dessert. A committee was set up to send out 

recipes so all were eating the same thing if 

they wanted.   

   This, of course, is just one idea.  If we did 

not want to do this, we could come up with 

our own idea. 

   So, Consistory needs some input from the 

congregation.  First, is there interest in doing 

something like this.  Then, when could we 

do it.  A suggestion has been made to do it 

the first Sunday in December while a few 

members are at the church “Greening” the 

church for the season.  Would anyone like to 

help with this? 

   Consistory next meets on November 12 so 

please let the office know if you are 

interested in doing something like this, when 

you would like to do it, and if you can help 

by that Thursday morning. 

 

What I Am Thankful For 

   

   As we go into the Thanksgiving season, 

let’s share what we are thankful for.  Yeah, 

we are facing a lot of challenges right now, 

but we need to remember the good things in 

our lives.  Please send what you are thankful 

for to the office and we will post them for all 

to see. 
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