November 15th, 2020
Liturgical Colors: Green

Portage Lake United Church

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 28

Welcome and Announcements
We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one
God, source of all goodness and mercy. No matter
who you are or where you are on life's journey, you
are welcome here.
Our November Congregational/Corporation meeting will be
held over ZOOM following Worship today. We will be
reviewing the 2021 proposed budget, voting on the Church
Treasurer and Financial Secretary, and receiving a report
from Pastor Peter on what has been going on and plans for
the future. Copies of the by-law change and the budget are
available on the church web site.

Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Nancy Byers Sprague
Prayer Writer: Jim Northey
Sermon under the tree: Rev. Peter Norland
Music: Susie Byykkonen

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
2020 has been a challenging year for all of us. As we enter the
Thanksgiving season, let's share what we are thankful for. Please
send the office what you are thankful for and we will post our
thanksgivings for all to see.
Are there any announcements?

MEDITATION
To live a spiritual life does not mean we must
leave our families, give up our jobs, or change
our way of working; it does not mean that we
have to withdraw from society or political
activities, or lose interest in literature and art;
it does not require severe forms of ascetism or
long hours of prayer.
(Henri J.M. Nouwen)

PRELUDE

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

✜ CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
Clothe yourselves with faith and love;
be confident in your salvation in Christ Jesus.
The Lord is with us!
Let us worship God.
AMEN.
Deborah – In Tune
Lauren Wright Pittman,
Sanctified Art

✜HYMN “We Praise You, O God” GTG #612

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of righteousness,
you overcome those who abuse their power
and lift up those who suffer.
Even now, when evil seems to hold sway,
we know that you will have the last word.
Keep us faithful as we wait and watch
for your coming realm,
when you will welcome all your children
into your kingdom of justice, peace, and love.
Amen.

The Entrusted Talents
Paulamaria Walter
Paths to Art Sculpture Trail, Strassdorf, Germany

✜ PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Almighty God,
you have shown us the ways of justice and nurtured us with love.
Even so, we have not lived according to your will.
When we are oppressed or unjustly accused,
we cling to fear and forget to trust in your deliverance.
When we are giddy with power and abuse the rights of others,
we hold tight to our privilege and forget your laws.
Have mercy on us, Lord,
for we are weak and prone to disobedience.
Hear our confession, and respond to us with kindness,
that we might turn to you again,
walk in the light,
and live in equity and peace;
through Jesus Christ we pray,
Amen.

He Hid His Lord's Money
St Edward the Martyr's Church
Corfe Castle, Dorset

✜ DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Children of light,
because we belong to our Lord Jesus Christ,
we need not fear—
for he lived for us,
he died for us,
he was raised for us and prays for us.
Believe the promise of your baptism:
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Christ on the Cross
Unidentified sculptor
Church of San Jacinto San Angel, Mexico

✜ PASSING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Greet each other with a sign of God’s peace.
Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit
we were baptized into one body.
Keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Amen.
We are bound by the love of Christ.
Dove-origami consisting of the word "Peace" in different languages.
CREDIT: Azin V/Shutterstock

WORD
Sermon Under the Blanket

God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching and song

History of Our Community
YMCA Boys and Girls Club,
Pearl-Cohn 9th Grade Academy,
Nashville, TN

Judges 4:1-7
Deborah and Barak
4 The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, after Ehud died. 2 So the LORD sold
them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army
was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. 3 Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD for help;
for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years.
4 At

that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. 5 She used to sit
under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the
Israelites came up to her for judgment. 6 She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from
Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The LORD, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take
position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of
Zebulun. 7 I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon
with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.’”
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Judges 4:1-7) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

1Thessalonians 5:1-11
5 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to
have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord
will come like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, “There is peace and security,” then
sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman,
and there will be no escape! 4 But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to
surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are
not of the night or of darkness. 6 So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep
awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get
drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who
died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11 Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (1Thessalonians 5:1-11) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

✜ Hymn “I Want to Walk as a child of the Light” Green#77

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

✜ GOSPEL READING Matthew 25:14-30 (14-21 shown here)
The Parable of the Talents
14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his
property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 The one who had received the five talents
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way,
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20
Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents,
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’
21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of
your master.’

✜ GOSPEL READING Matthew 25:14-30 (22-30 shown here)
22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over
to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 Then the one who had
received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25 so
I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’
26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap
where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was
my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten
talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance;
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Matthew 25:14-30) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Fall colors at Middle Hungarian Falls in Michigan's Keweenaw Peninsula. Photo credit: Kevin Pihlaja

Sermon

RESPONSE
We respond to the Word with Thanksgiving and Prayer.
OFFERING
God has entrusted us with a variety of gifts;
let us return to the Lord
a generous portion
with thanksgiving and praise.

To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click here.

with permission.
✜OFFERING HYMN “I Love the Lord, Who Heard My Cry” Blue 362 OneUsed
License # A-725614

OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION
For all that you are and all that you do,
we give you thanks,
our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.
We wait in hope for the coming of your realm
and offer these gifts to further your kingdom
on earth;
in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
Parable of the Talents
From the Speculum Humanae Salvationis. ca.1360
Unknown Artist
Universitäts- und Landesbibliothek Darmstadt

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let Justice Roll Down Like Waters Houston Conwill, MLK Memorial, San Francisco, CA

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (ECUMENICAL)
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.

Parable of the Talents
Annette Fortt Gandy
Silver Spring, MD

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

✜CLOSING HYMN “Soon and Very Soon”

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

✜ CHARGE AND BLESSING
Encourage one another and build
each other up, faithfully working
together for the kingdom of God, as
we await the day of Christ’s coming.
May the God of creation work
wonders in you by the power of the
Holy Spirit, until we enter together
the joy of our Master
Amen.
Bare Bluff, The Russell and Miriam Grinnell Memorial Nature
Sanctuary, south shore of the Keweenaw Peninsula.
2018 © John McCormick

✜ POSTLUDE
Questions for
Reflection:
If we believe in the
kingdom to come,
we need not fear, in
life or in death.
How does that
change the way we
live?

Be silent before the Lord GOD!
For the day of the LORD is at hand …
Zephaniah1:7a
Universe, 3-D map of dark matter Hubble Space Telescope

Thanks to:
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Nancy Byers Sprague
Prayer Writer: Jim Northey
Sermon under the tree: Rev. Peter Norland
Music: Susie Byykkonen

All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers.
All songs used with permission. One License # A-725614
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