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Liturgical Colors: Dark Blue / Purple

First Sunday of 
Advent

Lectionary  Year C                                                                                                  

Long is our winter,
Dark is our night.

Expectant are our hearts.
Come, O Radiant, Healing , Loving Light!

Adapted from a fifteenth 

century German hymn



● Welcome! If you are visiting us today, welcome to the beautiful Keweenaw. Please sign our 
guest book with your name, address, or email address. The book is located back by the 
sanctuary doors. 

● Given the current status of Covid-19 cases in Houghton County, the Consistory has decided to 
continue with our current mask wearing policy for another month. We ask everyone meeting 
in groups at church to wear a mask, even if you are fully vaccinated.

● Next Sunday we will be “Greening the Church” after worship.  Please plan on staying a short 
while to do some decorating and visiting. 

● We will be ordering Poinsettias for Christmas again this year.  Plants will cost $19.00 and 
orders will be needed by December 5th.  Please see the sign up sheet on the lounge table.

● Fellowship Guild will meet at Bobbie Dalquist’s home at noon on Tuesday, December 7 for a 
potluck lunch.  Bobbie will provide a main dish.  Judy Albee will provide dessert.  Please bring a 
salad or side dish to share.  Contact Bobbie or Judy if you plan to attend so they know how 
many to prepare for.

Welcome and Announcements
We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy. No matter who 

you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.



● Karen Hubbard will be moving down state to be closer to her daughter, Heather.  Heather and 
Heidi will be moving her down on December 6th.  Her new address is available on the table in 
the lounge.

● The annual Christmas Joy/Fund offering will be officially taken on December 19th.  If you would 
like to contribute, you can place a check (with Christmas Joy/Fund listed on the memo line) in 
envelop that will be provided on December 19th or in the offering basket prior to that date.

Welcome and Announcements (continued)

Are there any other announcements?
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Ann Campbell
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar
Music: Susie Byykkonen
Guest Musicians:  Jennifer Wenger, Ann Campbell
Greeter: Beth Smock



MEDITATION

God’s apparent lack of 
restraint when it comes to 

creating things is but a 
symptom of a deeper 
“problem”: God lacks 

restraint when it comes to 
loving, too. In fact, God is 

most unrestrained when it 
comes to loving.

(Melannie Svoboda)

PRELUDE

Procession by John August Swanson

The Christian Century Magazine announced the 

passing of John August Swanson whose 

artwork has appeared here several times since 

we adapted to online and hybrid worship.



Advent means coming.

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ

✜ Call to Worship and Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Ann Campbell
We are preparing ourselves for…



✜ Call to Worship and Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Ann Campbell

We are preparing ourselves for…

The days are surely coming, says the Lord,

when I will fulfill my promise to my people.

Justice and righteousness will fill the land

and all will live in peace and safety.

Let us walk in the light of the Lord!



✜ Hymn “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”              BLUE #2 Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal, faithful God,
your promises stand unshaken
through all generations.
Renew us in hope,
that we may be awake and alert watching
for the glorious return of Jesus Christ,
who brings justice and righteousness,
and who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.
Amen.

Sherry Middlemis-Brown



Lord, have mercy on us.
We are not ready for your coming.
We live in sin,

as though there were no justice.
We live in fear,
as though there were no grace.

Forgive us, Lord.
Show us your mercy and steadfast love.
Lead us in your truth, and teach us your paths,
for you are the God of our salvation.

Amen.

✜ Prayer of Confession (unison)

Magnificat ©

Jan Richardson



✜ Declaration of forgiveness

Friends, believe the good news:
In Jesus Christ you are forgiven.

May the Lord guide your way,
strengthen you in all holiness,
and make you abound in love
for one another and for all.

Blessing the Baptism © Jan Richardson



✜ PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit we were baptized into one body. 

Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace.
Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ. 



God speaks 
to us in 

scripture, 
reading, 

preaching 
and song
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Star of the Hero

Nicholas Roerich



Jeremiah 33:14-16

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Jeremiah 33:14-16) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

The Righteous Branch and the Covenant with David

14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I 

made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at 

that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall 

execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be 

saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 

called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”



1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel 

before our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly 

that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your 

faith.

11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way 

to you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 

another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13 And may he so 

strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our 

God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (1 Thessalonians 3:9-13) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.  

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God



✜HYMN     “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming” INSERT
Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ GOSPEL READING Luke 21:25-36

The Coming of the Son of Man

25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused 

by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon 

the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a 

cloud’ with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your 

heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

The Lesson of the Fig Tree

29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you 

can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking 

place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 

things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

Exhortation to Watch

34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries 

of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on 

the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these 

things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Luke 21:25-36) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God
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Where Advent Begins © Jan Richardson



RESPONSE WE RESPOND TO THE WORD WITH THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER

"E'en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come" by Paul Manz

Special Music 



Offering

To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click here.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3


✜Offering Hymn “In the Bleak Midwinter” vs 4 Blue #3 Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ Prayer of Dedication

God of righteousness,
you have saved us from the worst the world can do
and have promised to redeem the whole creation

when Christ comes again.
In faith and hope we offer our gifts of money and self,

that we may be part of what you are doing in the world even now,
as we watch for Christ’s coming in glory. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION



Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
ECUMENICAL

Photo by Ann Campbell



✜HYMN “Awake!  Awake and Greet the New Morn!” GREEN #91

Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



CHARGE AND BLESSING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.SENDING

Go in peace,
live in love,
and seek to be holy in all that you do.

May the God of mercy keep you,
the Holy Spirit cheer you,
and Christ in glory greet you,

now and at the day of his coming. 



Sherry Middlemis-Brown

Reflection

Postlude

Even in the midst of trouble and turmoil, God 
allows us glimpses of the kingdom to come. 

What signs of promise do you see that bolster your 
hope in a new heaven and a new earth?

Barcarolle, from Suite for 2 pianos, Op. 5    Rachmaninoff

https://youtu.be/LM4P7vQ1Www


All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers. 
All songs used with permission. One License #  A-725614

Visio Divina

Photos by
Ann Campbell

Sherry Middlemis-Brown

Jim Northey
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Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a service of 
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Creative Commons 3.0 License.

Thanks to:
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Ann Campbell
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar
Music: Susie Byykkonen
Guest Musicians:  Jennifer Wenger, Ann Campbell
Greeter: Beth Smock

SERVING NEXT WEEK: (December 5th):
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Jim Northey
Prayer Writer: Barb Brookhouse
Music: Susie Byykkonen
Greeter: Ann Campbell

https://janrichardson.com/
https://janrichardson.com/
https://www.wikiart.org/en/nicholas-roerich/star-of-the-hero-1936
https://janrichardson.com/

