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Lectionary Year B

Welcome and Announcements
We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all
goodness and mercy. No matter who you are or where you are on
life's journey, you are welcome here.
Join us on ZOOM this coming Wednesday at 6:30 PM when Beth Smock
leads our discussion on “Where is Here.” A question has been raised
about how did we get here and what can we do about it. Before we can
answer those questions, we need to think about where “here” is. A
reading to help you start thinking about this question has been sent to
the congregation, We have leaders and topics through January 20th,
but if you have a topic you would like to lead, let Beth know and she will
get you on the schedule. All are welcome.
.

Are there any other announcements?

Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Beth Smock
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar
Sermon under the tree:
Eric Byykkonen
Music: Susie Byykkonen

MEDITATION

PRELUDE
(click for video)
……..

More than just a few find their most
valued selves despite the risk, although
the majority seem to be… people who
don’t wish to make any trouble-not even
the kind that’s expected.
(Marsha Sinetar)

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
✜ CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
In the beginning,
God created the heavens and the earth.
The Spirit of God swept over the face of the waters;
then God said: Let there be light,
and God saw that it was good.
At the beginning of his ministry,
Jesus was baptized by John.
The heavens opened,
and the Spirit descended like a dove;
then God said: This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased.

✜HYMN “God is Here!” Blue #461
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God of heaven and earth,
we gather in the name of Jesus
to hear your holy Word
and to be immersed in your Spirit.
Speak to us with grace and truth
and pour out your love upon us
so that the temple of our hearts
may resound with joyful shouts of glory;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

✜ PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
God of all glory,
you look from heaven
and see us as we are—
not worthy to kneel at your feet,
not ready to welcome your way.
Forgive us, gracious God.
In Christ, stoop down to save us;
loosen the ties that bind us to sin
and set us free to love and serve you;
in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
Baptism of Christ
Yohannes Vardapet
Armenian Gospel Book
Walters Art Museum Baltimore, MD

✜ DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Hear the good news of the gospel:
As a voice from heaven said to Jesus,
so God says to each of us:
You are my beloved child,
and with you I am well pleased.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.
John Baptizing Christ
Lorenzo Scott
SAAM Washington, DC

✜ PASSING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Greet each other with a sign of God’s peace.
Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit
we were baptized into one body.
Keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Amen.
We are bound by the love of Christ.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture, reading,
preaching and song

Sermon Under the Blanket

John Baptizing Jesus
I Yesus Church Axum, Ethiopia

Genesis 1:1-5
1

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep,
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God
said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
Footnote: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Genesis 1:1-5) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Acts 19:1-7
1

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the
interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some
disciples. 2 He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit
when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not
even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 Then he said, “Into
what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s
baptism.” 4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was
to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul had
laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and
they spoke in tongues and prophesied— 7 altogether there
were about twelve of them.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Acts 19:1-7) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publisher
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✜ GOSPEL READING Mark 1:4-11
4

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist,
and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Baptism of Jesus
9

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Mark 1:4-11) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Sermon

RESPONSE
We respond to the Word with Thanksgiving and Prayer.
OFFERING

To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click here.
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OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION
We give you thanks, O God,
for every blessing and spiritual gift you have poured out upon us.
Let the gifts of our lives be a source of blessing in your world,
all to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (ECUMENICAL)
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
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✜ CHARGE AND BLESSING

Go forth in the light and love of God,
giving glory to God in all that you do.
Beloved children of God
(Spirit, Son, and Father),
all the blessings of heaven are yours.
Alleluia!

✜ POSTLUDE

…………………

…………

What is the difference between baptism with water alone
(John’s baptism; see Acts 19:3, Mark 1:8) and baptism with the
Holy Spirit (baptism into Jesus; see Acts 19:4–5, Mark 1:8)?

Why is it still important to use water in baptism?

What does water mean in your daily life?
What difference does the Holy Spirit make in baptism?
What difference does the Holy Spirit make in your daily life?

Thanks to:
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Beth Smock
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar
Sermon under the tree: Erik Byykkonen
Music: Susie Byykkonen

All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers.
All songs used with permission. One License # A-725614
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