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Portage Lake United Church

Liturgical Colors: Purple/Violet

First Sunday of Lent

Lectionary  Year B

Psalm 25:4-5

Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;

for you I wait all day long.
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● Please join us and Good Shepherd Lutheran Church for evening prayer services 
Wednesday evenings during Lent at 6:30 PM on ZOOM. Check your email or the 
Church website for the zoom link. 

Welcome and Announcements

Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Harold Evensen
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar
Sermon under the tree: Beth Smock
Music: Susie Byykkonen

We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all 
goodness and mercy. No matter who you are or where you are on life's 

journey, you are welcome here.

Are there any other announcements?

Visio Divina: Ann Campbell



MEDITATION

God’s first language is silence. 
There is no word in the Trinity 

except the Eternal Word, and that 
one Word contains everything.

(Thomas Keating)

PRELUDE
(click for video)

O Love that will not Let Me Go
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https://youtu.be/hU_ZTnAyYi0


✜ CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

From water to wilderness:

God’s covenant continues;

God’s kingdom comes near.

On stone and in hearts:

God’s covenant continues;

God’s kingdom comes near.

From the ancestor of nations to the Son lifted up:

God’s covenant continues;

God’s kingdom comes near.

We follow Jesus on the Lenten path,

for where he is, we would be also.



✜HYMN  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  #281 (Blue) Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mliMYu7U6dt6e_Y_MHM6xEqorh338R-m/view?usp=sharing


Loving God,
you have made covenant with us
and with every living creature.

We give thanks for the sign of the rainbow,
for it reminds you and us of your promise:

that the flood of destruction will not be the last word.
We thank you, too, for the waters of baptism,

the sign that we are raised as children of the covenant;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

And we thank you for the sign of the dove,
the promise of your Holy Spirit.

Hovering over the dawn of creation,
descending upon your beloved Son, 
your Spirit also hovers over

and descends upon us.
With the whole creation,

we give you all glory and honor.
In your triune name we pray. Amen.

✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Dove Returning to Noah

Emile Aebischer, Parish Church, Gruyeres, Switzerland



God of mercy,
we begin this Lenten season in confession.
We do not live according to your ways,

but according to our own.
We condone violence, participate in systems of injustice,

and use power to our own advantage 
at the expense of others.

Forgive us, we pray,
when we are tempted to follow paths other than 

those you set before us. 
Teach us your commandments;

help us to turn from evil in its many guises,
and turn us toward your kingdom drawing near.

In love, remember us, and be for us, once more
an ark of safety and new life.

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

✜ PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
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✜ DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

As Noah and his family were brought 
safely through the flood onto dry ground,

so in baptismal waters we are brought
from death into new life in Christ.

Jesus Christ,
who is at the right hand of God,

forgives us and reconciles us and all things
in heaven and on earth.

Thanks be to God for this good news!

Noah's Ark Icon

Natalia Ermakova

St Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church, Amsterdam



✜ PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Greet each other with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit we were baptized into one body.

Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Amen.  We are bound by the love of Christ.

Reminder

Mike Moyers



WORD
God speaks to us in 
scripture, reading, 

preaching and song

Rainbow Covenant

John August Swanson



8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “As for me, I am 
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10

and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out 
of the ark. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall 
all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall 
there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 God said, “This is the sign of 
the covenant that I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my 
bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me 
and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is 
seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between 
me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in 
the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I 
have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

Footnote: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Genesis 9:8-17) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Genesis 9:8-17

Reminder

Mike Moyers

Word of God, 
Word of Life.

Thanks be to God



Lenten Walking Prayer

God made a covenant, not only with Noah 
and his descendants, but with every living 
creature, leaving a rainbow as a sign for 
future generations. 

Going out:
How do understand your relationship with 
the breath of living things God
has created.

At the Center:
Allow yourself to wonder and  marvel
at the diversity of God’s creation;
and give praise to God. 

Coming Back:
What legacy will you leave behind for 
generations yet to come concerning your 
relationship with all living things?
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1 Peter 3:18-22
18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the 
flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which 
also he went and made a proclamation to the 
spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not 
obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a 
few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 
water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, 
now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from 
the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers made subject to him.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). ( 1 Peter 3:18-22) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      



✜ HYMN  “What Wondrous Love is This?” #85 (blue)
Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614

https://youtu.be/ucps-AbCof8


✜ GOSPEL READING Mark 1:9-15

•The Baptism of Jesus

•9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up 
out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

•The Temptation of Jesus

•12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 
13 He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he 
was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

•The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry

•14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God, 15 and saying, “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.”

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Mark 1:9-15) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

The Baptism of Christ

Cathédrale Saint-Jean-Baptiste (Lyon, France)



Sermon
Photograph by Ann Campbell
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We respond to the Word with Thanksgiving and Prayer.

To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click here.Krishna spring in kulu

Nicholas Roerich 1930

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3


God of steadfast love and faithfulness,

we are humbled as we try to do what is right

and to walk in your ways.

Receive these offerings,

and use them for your own good purposes

in the church and in all creation.

We pray in Jesus Christ. Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSIONLandscape 



Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
ECUMENICAL



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



✜CLOSING HYMN  “And Can it Be” Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614

https://youtu.be/EHEQN9DCjRI


Emerging from the waters of baptism,
Jesus became the first citizen of God’s new realm.

We, who are baptized into Christ,
now live under God’s rule.

In this season of Lent,
practice the way of life to which we have been called—
the way of Jesus Christ. 

✜ CHARGE AND BLESSING

May the God of covenant faithfulness enfold you;
the beloved Son encourage you;
and the Holy Spirit descend upon you in blessing;
this day and forevermore.

Amen.



✜ POSTLUDE

The phrase “kingdom of God” occurs fourteen times in 
the Gospel of Mark. Though Jesus is described at the 
Gospel’s opening as being “from Nazareth of Galilee” 
(Mark 1:9), at Jesus’ baptism it becomes clear whence 

he comes and to whom he belongs. Jesus is God’s 
beloved Son, and his baptism signals the only realm to 

which he owes allegiance. His baptism, then, not only is 
a religious act, but also is a political and economic one. 

In what ways does your baptism into Christ make claims 
on your political, social, and economic practices as well 

as your religious practices?

Madrigal Gaubert

https://youtu.be/iDde_Nabr2Q


All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers. 
All songs used with permission. One License #  A-725614

Artwork
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Commons 3.0 License.

Thanks to:
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Harold Evensen
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar
Sermon under the tree: Beth Smock
Music: Susie Byykkonen

Visio Divina for this week feature the works of:

Ann Campbell

Rev. Peter Norland


