Fifth
Sunday of
Easter
May 2nd, 2021
Portage Lake United Church

"Abide in
me as I
abide in
you."
John 15:4a

Lectionary Year B
Liturgical Colors: White/Gold

Jesus Mural of Faith, Hope, Love, and Peace

Welcome and Announcements
We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all
goodness and mercy. No matter who you are or where you are on life's
journey, you are welcome here.
● We will be discussing Chapter 3 of The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone

and How We Can Prosper Together by Heather McGhee on May 4th at 8 pm on
Zoom. We have had two very lively discussions of Chapters 1 and 2. You are still
welcome to join us as we discuss this very relevant book. Contact Michelle Jarvie
Eggart if you are interested in joining the group.
● We are tentatively planning the morning of May 22nd for the annual clean up of
the exterior of the church. Anyone who has driven by will have noticed that there
is an extensive array of water pipes and construction materials placed in the front
of the church we will need to work around.
● Today is Helping Hands Sunday. We will be providing Fresh Produce Vouchers to
Jim’s Foodmart in conjunction with Trinity Episcopal Church’s food pantry for at
least one more month. Your help with this effort is greatly appreciated. Presider: Rev. Peter Norland

Are there any other announcements?

Reader: Christina Norland
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar
Music: Susie Byykkonen

MEDITATION

PRELUDE
(click for audio)
Andante, K315, Mozart

Photo: Ann Campbell

We are desperately afraid of having no power. We fear loneliness, poverty, and boredom. We
fear failure terribly.
(Richard Rohr)

✜ CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)

In the wilderness, water brings life.
Seek us out, O God, and take us to the water.
In the Word of God, the good news gives light.
Seek us out, O God, and fill us with understanding.

In the bread and the wine, the body of our Savior nourishes everyone.
Seek us out, O God, and give us yourself.
Here is the water of life, the word that feeds, the food of eternity.
Come and praise the vine that gives all goodness.

✜ Hymn “I Danced in the Morning” #302 (blue)

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY
Wondrous Vinegrower,
you make all things new in water and Word,
feeding your people with love, joy, and peace.
Lead us today and every day to the font of new beginnings.
Teach us to love what you have commanded
and to prune what does not nourish your creation,
in the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
"I am the True Vine" Gravestone
St Quivox, Scotland

✜ Thanksgiving for Baptism (responsive)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.

Amen.
People of God, in the baptismal waters we travel with
Christ from death to life.
Our past, our sin, our failure, our doubt, and our shame
are drowned and gone here.

You, O God, give us new life.
Our fear, our confusion, our self-righteousness, our
despair—all are washed away by grace.
You, O God, give us new life.
Our pride, our hypocrisy,
and other people’s opinions of us no longer have the
power to define us.
You, O God, give us new life.

✜ Thanksgiving for Baptism (responsive)
The Spirit lives and moves through us now, a great and
joyful mystery, so we may bring love and mercy into the
world as the body of Christ.

You, O God, give us new life.
Rejoice that God has claimed us in this baptismal grace,
not by our own doing or believing but by God’s mercy
alone.

You, O God, give us new life.
And so, as we begin worship, we give thanks to God for
the gift of baptism that joins us together in Christ by the
Spirit’s power. Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. We
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. To you
be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

✜ PASSING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Greet each other with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit we were baptized into one body.
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ.

WORD
The Ethiopian and
Philip,
Angel's Chapel,
Seckau Abbey, Styria,
Austria

God speaks
to us in
scripture,
reading,
preaching
and song

Acts 8:26-40 (26-33 shown here)
Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27 So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he
was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30
So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what
you are reading?” 31 He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get
in and sit beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
26

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33 In

his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.”
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Acts 8:26-40) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Acts 8:26-40 (34-40 shown here)
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does
the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35
Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they were
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?” 38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip
baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and
went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus,
and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
34

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Acts 8:26-40) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

The Ethiopian Eunuch
Exeter College Chapel
Oxford, England

1 John 4:7-21
God Is Love
7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s love was revealed
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10 In this is
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11
Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if
we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 God abides in those
who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So we have known and believe the
love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love has been
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we
in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment,
and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Those who
say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21 The commandment we have from
him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (1 John 4:7 -21) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

✜HYMN “Like the Murmur of a Dove's Song” #314 (blue)

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

✜ GOSPEL READING John 15:1-8
Jesus the True Vine
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he
prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed by
the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide
in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and
become my disciples.
1

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (John 15:1-8) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Sermon

Akhtamar Church of the Holy Cross

OFFERING

Photo: Ann Campbell

To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click here.

✜HYMN “God is Love” #137 (green)

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Through our offerings, O God,
give your loving Spirit
to a world in need of comfort.
Make our many gifts one offering for the world;
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

Photo by Ann Campbell

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

MEAL
GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST

Invitation to Communion

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
ECUMENICAL
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

✜HYMN “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” #521(blue)

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

✜HYMN “We are One in the Spirit” #300 (Glory to God)

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

CHARGE AND BLESSING
Go out with joy that you have been fed and healed,
securely abiding as branches of the true vine.
Go and tell the story of faith that is given to you
by the One who never lets you go.
Seek out those who abound with sacred questions,
and be ready to answer a mystery with love.

As Jesus entered into human life,
his life is still alive in you.
The blessing of Almighty God
be upon you today and always.
Photo Ann Campbell

Postlude
Bach Prelude 17

What is your deepest
desire?

Jesus says that
“whatever you wish . . .
it will be done for you”
(John 15:7). Spend time
in the next days asking
yourself at evermore
profound levels what
you most devoutly wish
for in this life and the
next. Then ask for it.

Photo Ann Campbell

Thanks to:
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Christina Norland
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar
Music: Susie Byykkonen

All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers.
All songs used with permission. One License # A-725614

Artwork
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a service of the
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/. All images available via Creative
Commons 3.0 License.
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Beth Smock’s sister
Elizabeth Halt

