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Psalm 47:1

Clap your 
hands, all you 
peoples; shout 

to God with 
loud songs of 

joy.

Ascension II



● We will be discussing Chapter 4  of The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone 
and How We Can Prosper Together by Heather McGhee on May 18th at 8 pm on 
Zoom. We have had two very lively discussions of Chapters 1 and 2.  You are still 
welcome to join us as we discuss this very relevant book.  Contact Michelle Jarvie
Eggart if you are interested in joining the group.

● We are tentatively planning the morning of May 22nd for the annual clean up of 
the exterior of the church. Anyone who has driven by will have noticed that there 
is an extensive array of water pipes and construction materials placed in the front 
of the church we will need to work around.

● Today’s flowers are provided by Rick von Batchelder in honor of all mothers.

Welcome and Announcements

Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Nancy Byers Sprague
Prayer Writer: Terry Monson
Music: Susie Byykkonen

We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all 
goodness and mercy. No matter who you are or where you are on life's 

journey, you are welcome here.

Are there any other announcements?



MEDITATION

Human beings are ambivalent toward holiness. We are drawn toward those qualities 
exemplified by a St. Francis or by Mother Teresa, or by communities who witness to the gospel 
under severe persecution. Yet we find such qualities disturbing, too far removed from the way 

we must live our daily lives.
(Don E. Saliers)

PRELUDE
(click for audio)

Photo: Ann Campbell

Rock of Ages

Theologian-in-Residence | Candler School of Theology | Emory University | Atlanta, GA

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-2t9_m_gzPhV5n0hy27z7xGUkA_VXGGU/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/z8QjOGJre-c
http://candler.emory.edu/faculty/profiles/saliers-don.html


Today is Ascension Sunday,
a day to celebrate Christ's return to God.

We look up in wonder
as he is lifted from us into Heaven.

Yet, this is not a time to be lost in an upward gaze.
There is work to be done.

Jesus has entrusted the ministry of God’s love to us.

Let us go to work!

Let’s make our hearts ready for the task ahead
with prayer and praise!

✜ CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)

Blessing Them He Withdrew



✜ Hymn  “Sing a New Song”  #1 (green) Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jUqa_O00WEBdaZx9XYCSJPwZFxw5k1Bc/view?usp=sharing


✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY

We thank you, almighty God,
for the life of Jesus among us,
and that he reigns in power for us.

Strengthen our hope
and bless the work of our hands,
that we may live as his body in this world.

In Jesus’ name we ask it. Amen.

So You May Know Hope



God, lover of humankind,
you have asked us to
proclaim your name to all people.

We confess that we have held back
from doing that, shy and self-conscious.

Forgive us, we pray, and
empower us in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

✜ Prayer of Confession (unison)



✜ Declaration of forgiveness

The promise of our faith is that
we are already forgiven and,
in Christ’s name, given the power 
to overcome all that separates
us from God and each other.

Receive the Holy Spirit
and live as witnesses of 
God’s resurrection power!



✜ PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Greet each other with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit we were baptized into one body.

Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Amen.  We are bound by the love of Christ.



God speaks to us in 
scripture, reading, 

preaching and song

WORD

Ascension



Acts 1:1-11
The Promise of the Holy Spirit

1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2 until the 

day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 

whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing 

proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying 

with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 

“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

The Ascension of Jesus

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 

his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said 

this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was 

going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They 

said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 

from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Acts 1:1-11) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God



Ephesians 1:15-23

Paul’s Prayer

15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and 

for this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 

prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the 

eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 

called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and 

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the 

working of his great power. 20 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised 

him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far 

above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 

named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things 

under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23 which is 

his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Ephesians 1:15-23) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God



✜HYMN  “Take Up Your Cross”  #393 (blue) Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iSxPpwNdt1hDKoChGK3WNlFx-gGJDo1X/view?usp=sharing


✜ GOSPEL READING Luke 24:44-53

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 

still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 

prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And 

see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city 

until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

The Ascension of Jesus

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 

them. 51 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried 

up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with 

great joy; 53 and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Luke 24:44-53) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      



SermonWater Lily Pond  Claude Monet, Albertina, Vienna, AustriaPhoto Ann Campbell



Offering

To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click here.
Photo: Ann Campbell

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3


✜HYMN “Take, O Take Me as I Am” #215 (green)
Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eGP349_8JqlD1mOciyNsZlSKQJbevOkq/view?usp=sharing


Holy One,

we clap our hands and shout for joy!

We give you praise for all your gifts. 

May these offerings be used for your glory

and for the good of our neighbors.

We pray in the name of Christ,

ascended by your side, Most High God.

Amen. 

OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
ECUMENICAL

Photo by Ann Campbell



✜HYMN  “In the Bulb There is a Flower” #250 (GTG) Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c1ymrIV5xydvkfDpFgWfbGne83hXjWlo/view?usp=sharing


CHARGE AND BLESSING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.SENDING

Grow together in faith and love,
being the church, which is Christ’s body,
the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Go forth knowing the hope 
to which God has called you,
the glorious inheritance that you have received,
and God’s power that is at work for us
through Jesus Christ in the unity of the Holy Spirit.

Ascension of Jesus Christ c. 

400 Milan or Rome



The Ascension of Christ to be seated at the right hand of 
God is a grand liturgical celebration in the life of the 
church. It marks forty days of celebrating Easter and 

God’s triumph over the powers of oppression, 
depression, and our fear of death through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is one of many images we 
have for Christ: good shepherd, suffering servant, great 

physician. 

How does the image of the ascended Christ affect your 
understanding of who he is? 

What are the strengths and weaknesses in this image of 
Christ for you?

Postlude
I Want Jesus to Walk With Me

While He Was Blessing Them

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mPlNZ5CEo6w-pr2Zqj61Rzzziebb6Uxd/view?usp=sharing


All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers. 
All songs used with permission. One License #  A-725614

Thanks to:
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Nancy Byers Sprague
Prayer Writer: Terry Monson
Music: Susie Byykkonen

Photo Divina 
Sherry Middlemis-Brown

Ann Campbell

Visio Divina
Ascension II © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com

Blessing Them He Withdrew © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com

Ascension © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com

While He Was Blessing Them  © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com

So You May Know Hope © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com

Ascension of Jesus in Christian art - Wikipedia

Artwork
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.

Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian 

Tradition image library, a service of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, 

http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/.  All images available via Creative 

Commons 3.0 License.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascension_of_Jesus_in_Christian_art

