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Fourth Sunday in the 

Season of Creation

Lectionary  Year B                                                                                                  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who 

made heaven and earth.

Psalm 124:8



● If you are visiting us today, welcome to the beautiful Keweenaw.  Please sign our 

guest book with your name, address, or email address.  The book is located back by 

the sanctuary doors.

● In accordance with current CDC guidelines, all PLUC members and friends will be 

required to wear a mask while in the building.  Consistory is reviewing our Covid-19 

policies every month so as to provide the best possible guidance as we continue to 

fight this pandemic.

● Beth will be out of the office Wednesday, Sept. 29th through Tuesday, October 5th.  

The office will be open modified hours.  You can call before you come by to make 

sure someone is here.

Welcome and Announcements

Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Lois Jambekar
Prayer Writer: Terry Monson
Music: Susie Byykkonen
Greeter: Greg and Ann Campbell

We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy. No matter who 
you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.

Are there any other announcements?



MEDITATION

Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, 
places to play in and pray in, where nature may heal

and give strength to body and soul.
--John Muir

PRELUDE 

Sherry Middlemis-Brown



As many rivers merge together into the sea,

we have come together to worship our God,

the fountain of living water.

Worship God in spirit and in truth.

Let our hearts overflow with praise.

May we be cleansed by the waters of God’s grace,

and refreshed by Jesus Christ.

✜ CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)



✜ Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth” #473 (Blue) Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY

Living God,
you call us to be good stewards of this earthly home,
strengthen us to care for your creation
and to care for one another. 

Empower us, through your Spirit to live our lives
with integrity and be at peace with one another, 
so all creation may sing of your glory.

Amen

Esther and King Ahasuerus Fresco

15th century Vange Church Uppland Sweden



Triune God, 
With a word, you created our world, vibrant in its diversity.
Yet, with our words, we have created a world

of inclusivity and exclusivity.
Too often we move toward the latter,
trying to oust from our circles
those who do not think like us,
act like us, or look like us.

Forgive our need to reject
and to always be on the lookout
for those things that make us different.

Give us the eyes of our Maker and Teacher,
who knows unconditional love and compassion
and sees us all as one,
for it is in his name that we pray. Amen.

✜ Prayer of Confession (unison)

Inclusivity image from the Wings Foundation



✜ Declaration of forgiveness

Rejoice!
For you, who have wandered,
have been brought back by the redemption of God
and forgiveness through Jesus Christ our Savior.
We can live in peace!

Ann Campbell



✜ PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of our Creator be with you in all things.
And also with you.

We embody the caring nature of God by greeting one
another with a sign of God’s peace, love, and grace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
If we are in Christ, we are becoming a new creation.

Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace.
Amen. We are one body. We have one home.



God speaks to us in scripture,
reading, preaching and song

WORD

Esther and Ahasuerus
Charles F. Blakeman

Our Lady of Victories, Kensington, London, UK



Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22
1 So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. 2 On the second day, as they were drinking wine, 

the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your 

request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your 

favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me—that is my petition—and the lives of my people—

that is my request. 4 For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. 

If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can 

compensate for this damage to the king.” 5 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where 

is he, who has presumed to do this?” 6 Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was 

terrified before the king and the queen. 

9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that Haman has 

prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.” And the king 

said, “Hang him on that.” 10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the 

anger of the king abated.

20 Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King 

Ahasuerus, both near and far, 21 enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and 

also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, 22 as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their 

enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a 

holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another 

and presents to the poor.

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God



James  5:13-20
The Prayer of Faith

13 Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs 

of praise. 14 Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have 

them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith will 

save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be 

forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you 

may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 17 Elijah was a human 

being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it 

did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth 

yielded its harvest.

19 My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by 

another, 20 you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the 

sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (James  5:13-20) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God



✜HYMN “Our Help Is In the Name of God”   INSERT Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ GOSPEL READING Mark 9:38-50
Another Exorcist

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop 

him, because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed 

of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40 Whoever is not against us is for 

us. 41 For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ 

will by no means lose the reward.

Temptations to Sin

42 “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better 

for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand 

causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go 

to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45 And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to 

enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, 

tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be 

thrown into hell, 48 where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.

49 “For everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you 

season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Mark 9:38-50) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God



Sermon                                                                                     

Esther and Haman before Ahasuerus
Jan Victors

Wallraf-Richartz-Museum Cologne, Germany



Offering

To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click here.
Sherry Middlemis-Brown

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3


✜HYMN     “Great Source of All Our Life” Verse 1
Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



Blessed be the Lord,
for God is good,
and God’s love endures forever.

Our Creator, help us to mirror your goodness
in the world through our giving. 

Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Ann Campbell



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Bread of Life

Meditation (Prayer)

Alexej von Jawlensky

Lenbachhaus Munich, Germany



Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
ECUMENICAL

Photo by Ann Campbell



Creation Meditation



Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614

✜HYMN “O God the Creator”   #273 (Blue)



CHARGE AND BLESSING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.SENDING

Go into this world, 

loving and caring for one another.  

Do not be a stumbling block—but be salt, 

and be at peace with one another.

Peace I Leave with You!

Tile from Peace Wall in Hamilton, New Zealand

May God, who is our Creator

help us celebrate his goodness in the world.

May Jesus Christ, in whose name we find power,

help us to honor his name with everything we do and say.

And may the Holy Spirit, who helps us to pray,

motivate in us the ways of peace,

so we may show all we meet,

the goodness, power and peace of Jesus’s way.



Sung Postlude Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



How can you see God as an active presence in your life and in the life of others?

How can you be grateful and adore God not only in the times when you are the 

subject of God’s blessing but also in times of trouble and tribulation?

Peace begins with love!

From the Peace Wall in Hamilton, New Zealand

Questions for Reflection



All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers. 
All songs used with permission. One License #  A-725614

Thanks to:
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Reader: Lois Jambekar
Prayer Writer: Terry Monson
Music: Susie Byykkonen
Greeter: Greg and Ann Campbell

Visio Divina

Photos by
Ann Campbell

Sherry Middlemis-Brown

Matthew Monte

Season of Creation
Season of Creation

Artwork

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56631

Guiding Principles - WINGS Foundation

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56630

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54179

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55233

Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a 

service of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/.  All images 

available via Creative Commons 3.0 License.

https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56631
https://www.wingsfound.org/pages/guidingprinciples/
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56630
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54179
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55233

