Epiphany
Baptism of the Lord

When they saw that the star
had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy.
Matthew 2:10
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Welcome and Announcements
We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy. No matter who
you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.
●
●

●
●
●

Welcome! If you are visiting us today, welcome to the beautiful Keweenaw. Please sign our guest
book with your name, address, or email address. The book is located back by the sanctuary doors.
Given the current status of Covid-19 cases in Houghton County, the Consistory has decided to
continue with our current mask wearing policy for another month. We ask everyone meeting in
groups at church to wear a mask, even if you are fully vaccinated.
Offering envelopes for 2022 are available on the table in the lounge.
Year end financial statements are available on the table in the lounge. Please take yours today.
Trinity Episcopal Church is hosting a Concert for Afghanistan on Saturday, January 15th at 2:00 PM.
Are there any other announcements?

Serving This Morning
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Musician: Susie Byykkonen;
Greeter: Barb & Jon Brookhouse
Reader: Ann Campbell
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar

MEDITATION

More than just a few find their most valued
selves despite the risk, although the majority
seem to be ….people who don’t wish to make any
trouble-not even the kind that’s expected. —
Marsha Sintar

PRELUDE

✜ Call to Worship

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
Nations shall come to his light
and rulers to the brightness of his dawn.
Let us worship in the light of God!

✜ Hymn “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”
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✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY
God, you placed a star in the sky
to draw wise folk to the place of Christ’s nativity.
There you revealed the mystery
of your eternal purpose for all humanity:
God made flesh, born of Mary,
opening to all the world
the promise you made to Abraham and Sarah.
Empower your church to be as the light of the star,
that we may draw the world
to the glory of Christ, our Lord,
through whom we pray.
Amen.

Sherry Middlemis-Brown

✜ Prayer of Confession (unison)

Merciful God,
you have given light to the world in Jesus Christ,
but we have preferred to live in darkness.
Your justice protects the weak and the distressed,
yet we seek the shelter of privilege and power.
Your righteousness redeems the poor and the needy,
yet we seek the status of wealth and possessions.
Your peace upholds the oppressed and the defenseless,
yet we seek the security of weapons and retribution.
Forgive us our sins, and lead us to true repentance,
that we may trust you in all things;
through Jesus Christ we pray.
Amen.

✜ Declaration of forgiveness

This is the good news:
Christ is the light of the world,
who grants forgiveness and healing of our sins.
Thanks be to God.

An Ancient Light © Jan Richardson

✜ PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.
Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit we were baptized into one body.
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace.
Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ.

WORD
God speaks to
us in scripture,
reading,
preaching and
song

Nativity Parliament House, Brisbane, Australia

Isaiah 60:1-6
1 Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2 For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3 Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
5 Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Awake My Soul

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Isaiah 60:1-6) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Ephesians 3:1-12
1 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for
you, 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few
words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of
Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has
now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles
have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel.

7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given
me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to
make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all
things; 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance
with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we
have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Ephesians 3:1-12) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

✜ Hymn “We Three Kings of Orient Are”
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✜ GOSPEL READING Matthew 2:1-12
The Visit of the Wise Men
1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.
8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him,
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Matthew 2:1-12) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Sermon

✜ Hymn “Shine, Jesus, Shine” #128 GREEN

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

Offering

To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click here.

✜ Prayer of Dedication
Glorious God,
you led three men of wisdom
to seek Jesus, your Holy Child, born of Mary.
Overjoyed in the presence of his radiant light,
the men knelt down at the infant’s crib
and offered him precious gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
We, too, offer our gifts
in gratitude, reverence, and thanksgiving
for the birth of your child,
whom you called to lead the world into fullness of life.
Receive and bless this offering as a joyful sign
of the boundless love and abundant life
we are called to share in Christ.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
ECUMENICAL

Photo by Ann Campbell

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

✜HYMN “As With Gladness Men of Old”
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

CHARGE AND BLESSING
Christ is the light of our souls:

We rejoice in this light, great source of truth!
Christ is the light of our lives:

We rejoice in this light, great source of peace!
Christ is the light of the world:

We rejoice in this light, great source of hope!
Go out as Christ’s true lights,
dispersing the darkness of evil,
for his grace, his power, his peace go with you.

And the blessing of God,
Divine Giver, Radiant Light, and Fountain of Life
bless you and keep you always.

Postlude

Reflection

In Epiphany when the magi make their great journey to see the Christ
Child, we see Jesus drawing all creation to the divine life revealed in him,
and we see the realization of God’s dream of reconciled creation. In our
own way, we are each endowed by the Spirit with unique and precious
gifts for sharing God’s healing love in a good but often divided world.
What spiritual practices do you engage in that allow you to stay peaceful,
courteous, and develop a respectful regard for difference?
How do you stay present and create openness for finding, revealing, and
activating God’s reconciling love in the world?
Sherry Middlemis-Brown

Thanks to
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Musician: Christina Norland
Greeter: Barb & Jon Brookhouse
Reader: Ann Campbell
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar

SERVING NEXT WEEK (January 16th)
Musician: Susie Byykkenon
Greeter: Ann & Greg Campbell
Scripture Reader: Lois Jambekar
Prayer Writer: Terry Monson
Scriptures: Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10;
1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11
1. All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers.
2. All songs used with permission. One License # A-725614
3. Portions reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from
Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2013

Visio Divina
Photos by
Ann Campbell
Sherry Middlemis-Brown
Jim Northey

Artwork
In the Beginning © Jan Richardson
An Awakening Light © Jan Richardson janrichardsonimages.com
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57138
Three More Kings
Notes:
"Annette Gandy Fortt is a printmaker and painter who lives in Silver Spring,
Maryland. Her work reflects her surroundings and the people who inhabit them. It is also deeply
influenced by her Christian spiritual moorings.After twenty-nine years working as an artist while
also teaching in the public schools of Memphis, New York and Northern Maryland, she has retired
to focus on her craft. Presently Annette is working on a series of pieces in pastel that were
inspired by her trip to Ghana in 2007.Since receiving her Master of Fine Arts degree at New York’s
Pratt Institute in 1981, Annette has shown widely in invitational, solo and juried shows in the New
York and Washington DC metropolitan areas. Her work is held in numerous private and public
collections."
For further information and to purchase Annette Fortt's artworks, please see her web store at
https://annettefortt.com/
Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a service of
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/. All images a
vailable via Creative Commons 3.0 License.

