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Welcome and Announcements
We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy. No matter who you are or
where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.
●

Our Covid-19 policies have been updated to the follow the CDC Covid guidelines for Houghton
County:
People may choose to mask at any time.
People with symptoms, a positive test, or exposure to someone with COVID-19 should wear a mask.

Next Sunday, May 15th, Pastor Peter and his family will be celebrating Maggie’s graduation and
we will enjoy a presentation from Sherry Middlemis-Brown about the exciting changes that are
taking place with the Angel Mission.
● Spring church clean up is scheduled for May 21st, from 10 to 12:30.
● Fellowship Guild Rummage Sale: June 11th, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
● Our church wireless network was upgraded. The new network name is PLUC-Guest. The password
remains the same–it’s posted on the bulletin board.
●

Serving This Morning

Are there any other announcements?
Liturgical Color: White/Gold

Lectionary Year C

A reminder for those at home to mute your microphones
during the non-interactive portions of the service

Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Musician: Susie Byykkonen
Greeters: Ann and Greg Campbell
Scripture Reader: Beth Smock
Prayer Writer: Carl Vlimann

PRELUDE AND MEDITATION

In the game of cards called life, one plays the hand one
is dealt to the best of one’s ability. Those who insist on
playing, not the hand they were given, but the one they
insist they should have been dealt-these are life’s
failures.
(Anthony de Mello)
Freedwoman
Juneteenth Freedom
Memorial
Adrienne Isom
Austin, TX

✜ Call to Worship (responsive)
Lift your hearts, raise your voices,
and join the heavenly host
who forever sing:
Amen!
Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honorand
power and might
be to our God forever and ever!
Amen!

Sherry Middlemis-Brown

✜ Hymn “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” #619 GTG

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God,
to whom all honor belongs,
you have gathered a people
from every tribe and language
to praise your name eternally.
Join our song with all of heaven
as we worship you this day
in the glorious light of Christ.
Amen.
The Lord is My Shepherd
Eastman Johnson
Smithsonian Museum of American Art
Washington, DC

✜ Thanksgiving for Baptism (responsive)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.

Amen.
People of God, in the baptismal waters
we travel with Christ from death to life.
Our past, our sin, our failure, our doubt, and our shame are
drowned and gone here.

You, O God, give us new life.
Our fear, our confusion, our self-righteousness, our despair
—all are washed away by grace.
You, O God, give us new life.
Our pride, our hypocrisy,
and other people’s opinions of us no longer have the power
to define us.
You, O God, give us new life.

✜ Thanksgiving for Baptism (responsive)
The Spirit lives and moves through us now, a great and joyful
mystery, so we may bring love and mercy into the world as the
body of Christ.

You, O God, give us new life.
Rejoice that God has claimed us in this baptismal grace,
not by our own doing or believing but by God’s mercy alone.

You, O God, give us new life.
And so, as we begin worship, we give thanks to God for the
gift of baptism that joins us together in Christ by the Spirit’s
power. Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are
clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. We praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. To you be given honor and
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

✜ PASSING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
We greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit we were baptized into one body.
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace.
Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ.

WORD

Raising of Tabitha -- Guercino, Hermitage, St. Petersburg, Russia

Acts 9:36-43
Peter in Lydda and Joppa

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas.
She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she became ill and died.
When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near
Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request,
“Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter got up and went with them; and when he
arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and
showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter
put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and
said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave
her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be
alive. 42 This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43
Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Acts 9:36-43) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Revelation 7:9-17 (9-12 shown here)
The Multitude from Every Nation
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in
a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Revelation 7:9-17) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

✜ Hymn

“Psalm 23 "Shepherd Me, O God”

#473 GTG

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

Revelation 7:9-17 (13-17 shown here)
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and
where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then
he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15 For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Revelation 7:9-17) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

✜ GOSPEL READING John 10:22-30
Jesus Is Rejected by the Jews
22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered
around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the
Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The
works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, because you
do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me.
28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my
hand. 29 What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it
out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (John 10:22-30) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Sermon

Dorcas
St. Twrog's Church Maentwrog, Wales

Mourning Tabitha
Southwark Cathedral London, England

Dorcas (Tabitha)
Church of St. Nicholas Iford, England

Offering

To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click here.

Ann Campbell

✜ Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)

Holy God, Divine Shepherd,
you anoint us with the oil of gladness;
your love overflows our hearts.
Accept our offering for the good of the world
as we joyfully give thanks for our life in you.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Ann Campbell

✜HYMN “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks v. 1” #106 BLUE

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

And Cleanse Me © Jan Richardson

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
ECUMENICAL
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
Photo by Ann Campbell

Of Water and Spirit © Jan Richardson

✜HYMN “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us”

#387 Blue

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

CHARGE AND BLESSING
Go forth to follow paths of righteousness;
go forth to follow paths of peace;
and may God’s goodness and mercy
follow you as you serve the risen Lord.

May Christ the Good Shepherd
bless and guide you this day and always.

Until the Breath of God Breathes in Me © Jan Richardson

Postlude
Reflection
Psalm 23 affirms that God supplies our every need. How do our lives
change when we trust this great promise of God?
1 The

LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;
3 he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil, for you are with
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, my cup overflows.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall
dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.

Matthew Monte - picture

Thanks to
Musician: Susie Byykkonen
Greeters: Barb and Jon Brookhouse
Scripture Reader: Beth Smock
Prayer Writer: Carl Vilmann

SERVING NEXT WEEK
Musician: Susie Byykkonen
Presenter: Sherry Middlemis-Brown
Greeters: Judy Albee
Scripture Reader: Ann Campbell
Prayer Writer: Greg Campbell

1. All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers.
2. All songs used with permission. One License # A-725614
3. Portions reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from
Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2013

Visio Divina
Photos by
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