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● Our Covid-19 policies have been updated to the follow the CDC Covid guidelines for Houghton County:
People may choose to mask at any time. 
People with symptoms, a positive test, or recent exposure to COVID-1 should wear a mask.

● Next Sunday, July 31, we will have a  called meeting of the Congregation/Corporation for the sole purpose of 
discussing a proposal to fix the leaking roof. 

Welcome and Announcements
We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy. No matter who you are or 

where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.

Are there any other announcements?

A reminder for those at home to mute your microphones during the non-interactive 
portions of the service

Serving This Morning
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland

Musician: Susie Byykkonen

Greeter: Lois Jambekar

Scripture Reader:  Nancy Byers Sprague

Prayer Writer:  Jim Northey  

Coffee Fellowship:  Bobbie Dalquist, Judy Albee



PRELUDE AND MEDITATION

What the world longs for from the 
Christian religion is the witness of men 

and women daring enough to be 
different, humble enough to make 

mistakes, wild enough to be burned in 
the fire of love, real enough to make 

others see how unreal they are.
(Brennan Manning)                                                             

Ann Campbell



✜ Call to Worship (responsive)

Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,

and grant us your salvation.

The Lord will speak peace to the faithful,

to those who turn to God in their hearts.

Surely salvation is at hand for those who fear the Lord,

and God’s glory will dwell in our land.

Photo – Greg Campbell



✜ Hymn  “Give me Jesus” #770 ELW Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God,
you are our faithful lover,
our generous parent,
our patient teacher,
our constant friend.
We live by the hope of your promises,
seek to follow your way,
and rely on the gift of your Spirit,
by whose power we breathe, 
and move, and pray.
Amen.

Ann Campbell



✜ Prayer of Confession (Unison)

Ever-faithful God,
how often we turn away from you,
yet you remain constant to us.

We run from you, but you call us back.
In our words and our deeds we dishonor you,

yet you still profess your love for us.
We cut ourselves off from you and from others,

but you will not let us go.
Forgive our faithless and fickle ways

and increase our gratitude,
that we might grow in faithfulness to you,

for the sake of Jesus Christ,
in whose name we pray.

Amen.

Festival of Lights

John August Swanson, 2000 



Hear the good news! 
When you were buried with Christ in baptism,
you were also raised with him
through faith in the  power of God.

By that power we are made clean and
set free to live in gratitude and love with zeal.

As you have received Christ Jesus,
continue to live your lives in him,
rooted and built up in him
and abounding in thanksgiving.

✜ Declaration of Forgiveness

Slavery Reconciliation Statue

Richmond, VA



✜ PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit we were baptized into one body. 
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace.

Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ. 



WORD

Prophet Hosea

Panel from the Maesta Altarpiece of Siena 1308-1311

Duccio, di Buoninsegna,



Hosea 1:2-10

1:2 When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, "Go, take for yourself a wife 
of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking 
the LORD."  1:3 So he went and took Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a 
son.
1:4 And the LORD said to him, "Name him Jezreel; for in a little while I will punish the house of Jehu 
for the blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel.  1:5 On that day I 
will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel."  1:6 She conceived again and bore a daughter. 
Then the LORD said to him, "Name her Lo-ruhamah, for I will no longer have pity on the house of 
Israel or forgive them.  1:7 But I will have pity on the house of Judah, and I will save them by the 
LORD their God; I will not save them by bow, or by sword, or by war, or by horses, or by horsemen."  
1:8 When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son.  1:9 Then the LORD said, 
"Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not my people and I am not your God."  1:10 Yet the number of the 
people of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which can be neither measured nor numbered; and 
in the place where it was said to them, "You are not my people," it shall be said to them, "Children of 
the living God."

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Amos 8:1-12) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God



Colossians 2:6-19 (6-14 shown here)

2:6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in 
him,  2:7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were 
taught, abounding in thanksgiving.  2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through 
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental 
spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ.  2:9 For in him the whole fullness of 
deity dwells bodily,  2:10 and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of 
every ruler and authority.
2:11 In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the 
body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ;  2:12 when you were buried with him in 
baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised 
him from the dead. 2:13 And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision 
of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our 
trespasses,  2:14 erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set 
this aside, nailing it to the cross. 

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Colossians 2:6-19 ) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      



Colossians 2:6-19 (15-19 shown here)

2:15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, 
triumphing over them in it.  2:16 Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in 
matters of food and drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths.  2:17 
These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.  
2:18 Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of 
angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of thinking,  
2:19 and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and 
held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is from God.

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Colossians 2:6-19 ) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God



✜Hymn  “Seek Ye First”    #333
Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ GOSPEL READING Luke 11:1-13
11:1 He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, 
"Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." 11:2 He said to them, "When you pray, say: 
Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 11:3 Give us each day our daily bread. 11:4 
And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the 
time of trial." 11:5 And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 11:6 for a friend of mine has arrived, 
and I have nothing to set before him.' 11:7 And he answers from within, 'Do not bother me; the door 
has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you 
anything.' 11:8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his 
friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 11:9 "So I 
say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened 
for you. 11:10 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone 
who knocks, the door will be opened. 11:11 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a 
fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 11:12 Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a 
scorpion? 11:13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Luke 11:1-13) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God



Sermon

Lord's Prayer

James Tissot, 1836-1902



To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click here.

Offering

Ann Campbell

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3


Lord, you are the giver of every good gift.
Accept these offerings we pray,
that through them we may do justice,
and love kindness, 
and walk humbly with you,
our Sovereign and our God.
Amen.

Offering Prayer of Dedication



✜OFFERING HYMN “Lord Listen to your children praying” #469 gtg

Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION



Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
ECUMENICAL

Photo by Ann Campbell



Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614✜SENDING HYMN “We Know that Christ is Raised” #495 BLUE



CHARGE AND BLESSING

SENDING

Ask, and it will be given to you;

search, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened to you.

Go in peace, confident in the promises of God.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

May the grace of Christ attend you,

the love of God surround you,

and the Holy Spirit keep you,

this day and forevermore. 



Postlude and Reflection

It is difficult in our day to consider the analogy of Hosea and Gomer (Hos. 1:2–10). 
The figure of Gomer as adulterous prostitute offends our feminist sensibilities, 

and Hosea evokes pity more than admiration. Yet, as William Willimon points out, 
this scandalous story directs our attention to the God who went so far as to be 
crucified for us. “Only a passionate, unseemly God who is willing to risk scandal 

could possibly save a bunch of adulterers like us.”*

What does it mean to place ourselves in the role of Gomer?

What does the person Hosea say about the character of God?
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Photos by

Ann Campbell

Greg Campbell

Sherry Middlemis-Brown

Jim Northey

Cover
Thankful
Notes:Henry Ossawa Tanner was the first internationally acclaimed African American artist. His art 
reflects the influence of the AME church, his father, and his own views on race and education. In 
this painting, he counters common African American stereotypes of his day, which often 
offensively misrepresented African Americans and their belief systems.
While many mainstream churchgoers believed the African American faith to be overly emotional 
and expressive, this painting stands in stark contrast to those kinds of caricatures. This piece 
shows an older gentleman with (perhaps) his grandson praying before a meal. In their 
impoverished state, they have their heads bowed in a dignified pose as they participate in a 
common daily ritual. It is a simple, yet effective display of two devoted subjects giving thanks for 
that which they do possess.
Date: 1894
Artist: Tanner, Henry Ossawa, 1859-1937
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56998
Word
Prophet Hosea Panel from the Maesta Altarpiece of Siena 1308-1311
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=46447
Sermon
Lord's Prayer Date:1886-1894
Artist:Tissot, James, 1836-1902
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58143

Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a service of 
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/.  All images a
vailable via Creative Commons 3.0 License.

1. All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers. 
2. All songs used with permission. One License #  A-725614
3. Portions reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting 

on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2013

Thanks to
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland

Musician: Susie Byykkonen

Greeter: Lois Jambekar

Scripture Reader:  Nancy Byers Sprague

Prayer Writer:  Jim Northey  

Coffee Fellowship:  Bobbie Dalquist, Judy Albee

SERVING NEXT WEEK
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Musician: Susie Byykkonen
Greeter: Judy Albee
Scripture Reader:  Jim Northey
Prayer Writer:  Lois Jambekar
Coffee Fellowship:
Scriptures:


