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Thankful Henry Ossawa Tanner, 1894

Welcome and Announcements
We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy. No matter who you are or
where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.
● Our Covid-19 policies have been updated to the follow the CDC Covid guidelines for Houghton County:

●
●

●
●

People may choose to mask at any time.
People with symptoms, a positive test, or recent exposure to COVID-1 should wear a mask.
Today following Worship - Called meeting of the Congregation/ Corporation for the sole purpose of
discussing a proposal for fixing the leaking roof.
The office will be closed tomorrow as Beth will be out of town. If all goes as planned, she will be back in the
office on Tuesday.
The Building and Grounds Committee will hold their regular monthly in-person meeting on Wednesday,
August 10 at 7:00 pm at the church.
John Paul and Amos are competing in the Covenant Point Triathlon next Sunday to raise money for Autism
Spectrum Disorder Camp! If you would like to help them raise $1,000.00, please speak to either of them or
check out the email that was sent out about how to donate
Serving This Morning

Are there any other announcements?

Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Musician: Susie Byykkonen
Greeter and Coffee Fellowship: Liz and Harold Evensen
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar
Scripture Reader: Jim Northey

A reminder for those at home to mute your microphones during the non-interactive portions of the service

PRELUDE AND MEDITATION

The Church is in the world
to save the world.
It is a tool of God for that purpose;
not a comfortable religious club
established in fine historic premises.
(Evelyn Underhill)

Ann Campbell

✜ Call to Worship (responsive)

We are children of God,
learning to walk,
Day by day,
we are learning to be the church.
God is a loving parent,
teaching us to walk.
God loves us,
leads us, and feeds us.

Photo – Greg Campbell

✜ Hymn “Great is Thy Faithfulness” #276 Blue

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy One,
you see us for just who we are,
and yet you love us with a parent’s
love.
In your enduring love for us,
we see both our guilt and our acquittal.
Gracious God,
continue to guide us
and teach us to walk in your ways.
In the name of Jesus we pray.
Amen.
Ann Campbell

✜ Prayer of Confession (Unison)
Nurturing God,
you continue to lead us in upright ways
on account of your love for us.
Yet we do not always follow your call;
we turn away from you and go our own way.
Forgive us,
and return us to our rightful home in you,
through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

The Rose – Sherry Middlemis-Brown

✜ Declaration of Forgiveness

Hear these words from our God:
I cannot give up on you—
my compassion grows warm and tender.
When my children come trembling,
I will bring them home.
Believe the gospel.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Slavery Reconciliation Statue
Richmond, VA

✜ PASSING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
We greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit we were baptized into one body.
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace.
Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ.

WORD

First Steps, after Millet Vincent van Gogh, 1853-1890

Hosea 11:1-11
11:1 When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 11:2 The more I called
them, the more they went from me; they kept sacrificing to the Baals, and offering incense to idols.
11:3 Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, I took them up in my arms; but they did not know that
I healed them. 11:4 I led them with cords of human kindness, with bands of love. I was to them like
those who lift infants to their cheeks. I bent down to them and fed them. 11:5 They shall return to
the land of Egypt, and Assyria shall be their king, because they have refused to return to me. 11:6
The sword rages in their cities, it consumes their oracle-priests, and devours because of their
schemes. 11:7 My people are bent on turning away from me. To the Most High they call, but he does
not raise them up at all. 11:8 How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O Israel?
How can I make you like Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my
compassion grows warm and tender. 11:9 I will not execute my fierce anger; I will not again destroy
Ephraim; for I am God and no mortal, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come in wrath. 11:10
They shall go after the LORD, who roars like a lion; when he roars, his children shall come trembling
from the west. 11:11 They shall come trembling like birds from Egypt, and like doves from the land
of Assyria; and I will return them to their homes, says the LORD.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Hosea 11:1-11) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Colossians 3:1-11
3:1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. 3:2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things
that are on earth, 3:3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 3:4
When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
3:5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 3:6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming
on those who are disobedient. 3:7 These are the ways you also once followed, when you
were living that life. 3:8 But now you must get rid of all such things--anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 3:9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that
you have stripped off the old self with its practices 3:10 and have clothed yourselves with
the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator.
3:11 In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Colossians 3:1-11) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

✜Hymn “O God, We Bear the Imprint”

#759 GTG

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

✜ GOSPEL READING 12:13-21
12:13 Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family
inheritance with me.“ 12:14 But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a judge or
arbitrator over you?“ 12:15 And he said to them, "Take care! Be on your guard against
all kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.“
12:16 Then he told them a parable: "The land of a rich man produced abundantly.
12:17 And he thought to himself, 'What should I do, for I have no place to store my
crops?’ 12:18 Then he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 12:19 And I will say to my soul,
'Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 12:20
But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And
the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 12:21 So it is with those who store
up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God."

The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (12:13-21) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Sermon

Lord's Prayer
James Tissot, 1836-1902

Offering of Music

To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click here.

Ann Campbell

Offering Prayer of Dedication
Holy One,
we give you thanks
for the richness of our lives.
Bless these tithes and offerings,
that they might be used
as expressions of your steadfast love
for those in need.
Amen.

✜OFFERING HYMN “Our Hope, Our Life” #847 GTG

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
ECUMENICAL
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
Photo by Ann Campbell

✜SENDING HYMN “We Will Walk with God” #742 GTG

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
CHARGE AND BLESSING
Remember:
you never know when your life
will be demanded of you.
So do not be a fool
who stores up riches for yourself,
but is poor toward God.
Now may we be raised with Christ
into the things that are above.
May we strip off our old selves
and clothe ourselves in the new self—
renewed in the image of its creator.
And may we find our home
in the community of the Holy Spirit
where there is no longer Jew and Gentile,
religious and unreligious, us and them,
rich and poor, but where Christ is all and in all!

Postlude and Reflection
Sometimes divine love includes judgment. But
the judgment of God is love.

What do you think might be the only way that
we can be rejected or separated from that divine
love?
Would God be rejecting us, or would we be
rejecting God’s love?

Sherry Middlemis-Brown

Thanks to
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Musician: Susie Byykkonen
Greeter and Coffee Fellowship: Liz and Harold Evensen
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar
Scripture Reader: Jim Northey

SERVING NEXT WEEK
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Musician: Susie Byykkonen
Greeter and Coffee Fellowship:
Prayer Writer: Barb Brookhouse
Scripture Reader:
Coffee Fellowship:
Scriptures:

1. All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers.
2. All songs used with permission. One License # A-725614
3. Portions reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting
on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2013

Visio Divina
Photos by
Ann Campbell
Greg Campbell
Sherry Middlemis-Brown
Jim Northey

Cover
Thankful
Notes:Henry Ossawa Tanner was the first internationally acclaimed African American artist. His art
reflects the influence of the AME church, his father, and his own views on race and education. In
this painting, he counters common African American stereotypes of his day, which often
offensively misrepresented African Americans and their belief systems.
While many mainstream churchgoers believed the African American faith to be overly emotional
and expressive, this painting stands in stark contrast to those kinds of caricatures. This piece
shows an older gentleman with (perhaps) his grandson praying before a meal. In their
impoverished state, they have their heads bowed in a dignified pose as they participate in a
common daily ritual. It is a simple, yet effective display of two devoted subjects giving thanks for
that which they do possess.
Date: 1894
Artist: Tanner, Henry Ossawa, 1859-1937
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56998
Word
First Steps, after Millet, Date 1890 Artist: Gogh, Vincent van Gogh, 1853-1890
Metropolitan Museum of Art
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55507
Sermon
Lord's Prayer Date:1886-1894
Artist:Tissot, James, 1836-1902
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58143
Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a service of
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/. All images available via
Creative Commons 3.0 License.

